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Week 5 — Groundling: Made of Dirt

On the day YHWH Elohim made earth and skies
no shrub of the field was yet in the earth
no plant of the field had yet sprouted
for YHWH Elohim had not made it rain on the earth
and there was no groundling (adam)
to serve the ground (adama)
But a surge went up from the earth
and gave drink to all the face of the ground (adama)
YHWH Elohim formed the groundling, (adam)
soil of the ground (adama)
he blew into its nostrils the blast of life
and the groundling (adam) became a living soul

YHWH Elohim planted a garden in Eden in the east
There he set the groundling (adam) he had formed

Genesis 2:5-8 - Mary Phil Korsak

French theologian and biblical scholar Mary Phil Korsak helpfully translates Genesis in a
way to help the reader better see the relationship of the earth/land and humans.

For today, we invite you to go outside and find a way to hold some dirt, rock or soil in
your hand as you continue your contemplation. As you walk and feel the earth under
your feet (go barefoot, if you are able), and in your hand, envision this text. Listen for
what God might be bringing to you as you consider your interconnectedness to
earth/land.

After a moment, when you are ready to move on to the rest of your day, take time to
express your gratitude towards God and the wonders God has shown you.
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