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The foundation of our relationship with God – Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit – is humility. 

Humility is recognizing our proper place in both creation and the 

unseen reality, and living our lives accordingly. At a deeper level, 

it involves getting to know God, and dedicating our lives to fol-

lowing His path for our life, rather than seeking primarily our own 

benefit. As we continue on the journey of humility, we begin to 

notice along the way how deeply God cares for all people and all 

things, and we begin to have a change of heart to take on God’s 

passions for our self. 

God’s mission becomes our guiding light and purpose rather than 

the worldly goals we thought we had wanted before. We begin 

the journey of taking up a cross and following Jesus – joining 

him in his act of redemption for all things. And we recognize how 

weak and insignificant our acts seem without the all-surpassing 

power of the Holy Spirit.

Many people within the church seem to be asking the question: 

do we have a role within this whole environmental movement? If 

so, what is it? And how does it fit in with what God is doing?

There are a lot of pieces to the answer, but right at the heart of it 

is humility – recognizing God’s calling not just for us individually, 

but for the church and the whole world.

Imagine a world where the church is more and more committed 

to living out the unseen reality. Imagine individuals and groups 

standing together on truths like our unified purpose under God, 

our need of Jesus, and the power of the Spirit to save and trans-

form. God wants us to live as His stewards on this planet – to 

live out our calling as the body of Christ. This is an exciting and 

challenging purpose! 

This morning I want to look at five passages of scripture with the 

hope and prayer that the Holy Spirit gives us eyes to see afresh 

some truths about reality – who God is, who we are, and our 

purpose here on earth. And hopefully, it will also give us a sense 

of our role in caring for the environment.

Let’s read Genesis 1:26-28.

What is the Creator’s purpose for us?

To live on the earth as image bearers of God. Our calling is to 

be the regents of the King. A regent was someone who would 

rule in the place of the king, or with the same character. Regents 

were recognized as representing the king, so when the king was 

absent or busy with other duties, the regent could be trusted with 

the most important kingdom aspects and make decisions about 

them. In a similar sense, we are regents of the King of Kings, 

called to take care of His most precious Creation. 

The Lord in His good pleasure created everything and placed it 

under the care of human society. 

Who is this King and how does He rule? He is a servant King who 

rules wisely and with compassion. He calls us to know Him, to 

know one another, and to know creation in a way that reflects His 

kingdom of shalom. This is our calling – to care for God’s crea-

tion and rule over it in the same way God would – with peace and 

love.

Now let’s look at Genesis 2:15.

The word “work” in this passage is the Hebrew word “abad,” 

which can also be translated: cultivate, create, or make. The word 

“take care of” is the Hebrew word “shamar,” which also means: 
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GENESIS 1:26-28

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 

in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 

the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, 

over all the earth, and over all the creatures that 

move along the ground.”

27So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them.

28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 

and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 

it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 

the air and over every living creature that moves 

on the ground.”

GENESIS 2:15

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
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tend, nurture, or guard.

What does stewarding the earth look like before the Fall?

It involves a lot of work. It’s not Club Med! Effort, intelligence 

and creativity are required to work in the garden and expand its 

boundaries (to fill the earth). We’re in a reciprocal relationship 

with the land, we work and take care of it and it nourishes and 

“takes care” of us. This is the Lord’s design, His gift and grace.

How are we doing since the Fall? Read any news source and 

you’ll see we’re doing a terrible job. There are upwards of 10 

million species on the planet, of which we know only around 1 

million, and in the next 35 years we are expected to lose up to 

30%. Forever. That’s over ¼ of all species on the planet that will 

completely disappear! 

“Well,” we can hear some Christians say, “that is awful, but that’s 

not the Lord’s primary concern. We only have so much time and 

energy so we’re focusing on the really important spiritual stuff.”

I’ll let a voice much more Godly and wise than me respond to this 

perspective. Let’s turn to the book of Hosea 4:1-3.

There are three different relationships highlighted in this pas-

sage – relationship with God, with one another, and with creation. 

A broken relationship with God will lead to a broken relationship 

with others, and all of creation suffers as a consequence. 

The Law, the Prophets, and the Psalmists all call us to reorient our 

hearts and lives to our Creator and His created intent. We are to 

be shalom seekers – having peace with God, with one another, 

and with all of creation. 

The Bible doesn’t distinguish between the “spiritual bits” and the 

earthy bits. The Old Testament sees our three main relationships 

– between God, each other, and creation – as inextricably related. 

Throughout Scripture the Lord continually calls His people into 

confession of their rebellion, and into holiness. Holiness in the Bi-

ble isn’t just about praying; it involves our whole lives, from meals, 

to agriculture, to ethics.

So we see how the spiritual and the earthy are completely inter-

twined.  But what is their relationship? How are we supposed to 

approach the earth from a spiritual perspective?

In Matthew 6:9-10, Jesus is teaching his closest disciples about 

prayer, in response to their question, “Lord, teach us to pray.”

In Christ’s most clear teaching on how to commune with our 

Maker, what is the first and primary request?

It is asking our Father to establish His will, His kingdom, His rule 

ON EARTH as it is in heaven. This fundamental teaching about 

prayer calls us to be asking God to bring the unseen reality to the 

earthy, dirty place we live. Here. 

This is a very distinct orientation. We are not being called to 

merely “do our best” and bide our time in a broken creation until 

we one day experience heaven. Not at all. Instead, God, through 

Christ, is actively at work redeeming His fallen creation, and we 

are given the grace and privilege of being involved. In fact, we’re 

being called to actively request God’s involvement in the earthly 

things – the invisible spiritual realm coming into and redeeming 

the dirty tangible life around us. 

God is passionate about establishing His kingdom on earth; the 

same thing He has always been committed to since the begin-

ning. And now, we see that our calling, as His image-bearers, is 

to be directly involved in this purpose. Our weaknesses are not 

stumbling blocks, but opportunities to show how God can work 

with tremendous power amidst our human frailty. 

Jesus’ main desire was not to get us into heaven; it was to get 

heaven into us. He wanted the love and rule of His Father to be-

HOSEA 4:1-3

1Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites,

because the LORD has a charge to bring against 

you who live in the land: 

 (broken relationship with God)

“There is no faithfulness, no love, no 

acknowledgment of God in the land.

2There is only cursing, lying and murder,

stealing and adultery; 

 (with one another)

they break all bounds,

and bloodshed follows bloodshed.

3Because of this the land mourns, and all who live 

in it waste away; 

 (implications for creation)

the beasts of the field and the birds of the air

and the fish of the sea are dying.

MATTHEW 6:9-10  (Jesus says)

9This, then, is how you should pray:

‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
10your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.’ 
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come ours, and then for us to live out that rule on the earth.

And as we read from Colossians 1:15-20, we see that 

Jesus is integral to all of creation, active from the beginning and 

continuing to be active today.

Jesus is actively reconciling all things to God – whether things on 

earth or in heaven. If we just pause, look around, and consider 

this for a moment, it becomes startling to think that all things are 

reconciled through Jesus. All people, yes. And all the stuff we see 

around us. And also all of the unseen reality. Everything.

Amazingly, this passage also mentions that Jesus is the head 

of the body, the church. Our role becomes increasingly clear: 

as Jesus’ body here on earth, our calling is to live as the physi-

cal manifestation of Jesus, including his mission to reconcile all 

things. Our purpose on this planet is to live as the body of Jesus. 

Loving others. Living in harmony with people and with creation. 

Caring for this world.

God’s mission and calling is tremendous. It’s overwhelming for us 

to start considering these types of things, but it is our calling. Our 

purpose. So, the question arises: what then shall we do? This is 

an invitation to listen to the Holy Spirit and cultivate wonder and 

gratitude as opposed to a list of Christian rules. 

The first thing to do is re-orient our focus and pray, “Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in Heaven.” We start by asking the question 

of our Creator, “We see how you desire to redeem all people and 

all of creation, so what is your specific purpose for me? How do I 

fit into this?”

Oftentimes, God speaks to us in small ways, through small acts. 

We can begin by caring for the people and the world right around 

us. 

• Take a moment and truly appreciate your food – it’s a gift 
of God and flows from His creation. Don’t fall into the trap of 

being a mindless consumer, be a grateful receiver. If beef is 

super cheap there’s probably a reason. Ask questions, and 

care about the answers. 

• Spend more time getting to know your home. This is the 
“work and take care of it” calling we all have. Learn about 

the trees, flowers, plants, animals, and the people in your 

community. Do you know your neighbours? Invite them over 

for dinner. Do you know where your water comes from? En-

ergy? Do you know where your waste goes?

We don’t want to be mindless consumers who “throw things 

away.” There is no “away” – waste will do nasty things, even out 

of sight. Be grateful for what we have and recognize that all we 

do has an impact.

We, as the church, are called to take hold of our birthright as 

children of God to work and tend the earth in the ways our Lord 

has equipped and called us. This is the ultimate calling of humility 

God desires for us. If life is merely about ourselves, we will do 

selfish things with short-term benefits. If, on the other hand, we 

look at our lives from God’s perspective, we begin to see that a 

Creator God, who loves everyone so dearly that He would send 

his son to die for us, wants us to live in harmony. This is a long-

term approach, and it involves self-giving love. 

Taking care of others and the earth can seem daunting, but thank 

God we are not God. We are the stewards, the regents. The one 

with the true power has already begun that work of redemption, 

through Christ. Thank God. And amazingly, we as His people get 

to play a key role in that work. Thank God. 

I invite you this morning to be stirred. God stirs His people up 

when things aren’t looking so good, and let’s face it, there is a lot 

of redeeming work to be done around us. Our world needs help. 

So, let’s follow the urging of Hosea to turn our hearts toward God 

to be saved, transformed, and moved. It is our only hope.

COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 

15He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. 16For by him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 

or rulers or authorities; all things were created 

by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and 

in him all things hold together. 18And he is the 

head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that 

in everything he might have the supremacy. 19For 

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 

him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself 

all things, whether things on earth or things in 

heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 

on the cross.
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