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The A Rocha story is one of change, transformation, restoration, 

and hope! A Rocha is an international conservation organization 

working in 20 countries. We work out our commitment to environ-

mental action through community-based conservation projects.

I am an ecologist and worked as an environmental consultant for 

many years. I did a Masters of Science Degree in Soil Science 

and my buddies called me Dr. Dirt. I found out though, that it can 

be dangerous to put Soil Scientist on your business card. When 

a fellow soil scientist went to China and had his business card 

translated he got funny looks from the locals. He learned later that 

his title had been translated wrongly as soul scientist.

As funny as this sounds, I actually believe that soil and soul are 

completely linked. I would go as far as to say it is biblical.

In the Genesis account we read that Adam was formed out of the 

soil. Adam literally means “man,” and comes from the Hebrew 

word Adama meaning “earth” or “soil.” In English we’re called 

humans, which comes from humus. The Biblical understanding is 

that Adam was lifeless until God breathed into him, making him a 

“living soul.” 

The creation story in Genesis is significant because it teaches 

us about who we are, who God is, and what relationship we are 

intended to have with creation. In this telling it becomes clear that 

the physical and the spiritual are an integrated whole. And so soil 

and soul are linked! As we speak about faith and the environment 

it is important to be reminded that a biblical worldview does not 

leave room for dualism of the spiritual over the physical.

Ecology is all about relationships. Many describe ecology as the 

study of who eats whom. As a Christian, in my faith journey I am 

learning that the Kingdom of God is all about relationships as 

well. 

We were created to be in relationship: 

	 •	With	God	the	Creator	
	 •	With	Ourselves	
	 •	With	Each	Other,	and	
	 •	With	Creation	

The biblical story is about how those harmonious relationships 

with the Creator have been broken, and how, in Christ, they are 

being restored.

So within the context of these relationships, I would like us to 

consider three questions: 

 1. Who does the earth belong to? 

 2. Are we messing it up? 

 3. What is our hope?

Who does the earth belong to?

Does it belong to us as humans? Is it 

God’s good gift for us?

Early on in A Rocha’s work we took 

on Psalm 24:1 as our inspiration. “The 

Earth is the Lord’s and everything in 

it.”

Understanding that the earth is the 

Lord’s points to the lordship of Christ 

over all creation, and this in fact is 

what mission is all about: proclaiming 

the lordship of Christ in our messy, 

day-to-day lives including our relation-

ships, not least of all our relationship 

to creation.

Simply put, the Earth is the Lord’s and we are His caretakers or 

stewards. So our activity in caring for the planet and stewarding 

all that he has made is not driven by guilt. Rather it is out of obe-

dience and a posture of gratitude that we take care of what he 

has made. To live lightly, to steward creation well, is just a normal 

part of Christian discipleship. It is not some sort of fringe activity 

or fad.
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Soil + God’s Breath = Living Soul

We were created to be in relationship: 

• With God the Creator 

• With Ourselves 

• With Each Other, and 

• With Creation 

Psalm 24:1

The Earth is 

the Lord’s 

and every-

thing in it!
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Are we messing things up?

Our	broken	relationship	with	God	leads	us	to	a	broken	relation-

ship with other people and with creation. Let’s turn to a lesser 

known text.

Hosea 4: 1-3

1	Hear	the	word	of	the	LORD,	you	Israelites,	because	the	
LORD	has	a	charge	to	bring	against	you	who	live	in	the	land:	
“There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of 

God in the land. 

2 There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adul-

tery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows blood-

shed. 

3 Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste 

away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the 

fish of the sea are dying.

Although this was written thousands of years ago, it is startlingly 

similar to many newspaper headlines today. Hosea is saying that 

the fish of the sea are dying and the land mourns because of hu-

man sin, and all who live in it waste away. The creation’s suffering 

and human suffering are intrinsically linked to our broken relation-

ship with God.

Today we are experiencing human-caused environmental deg-

radation worldwide at an unprecedented rate. We have habitat 

destruction leading to species extinction that is thousand-fold 

beyond the natural background rates. We are currently facing the 

possible extinction of 12% of birds, 22% of mammals, and 30% of 

amphibians – frogs and frog-like things. 

In this passage from Hosea, humans suffer because of the 

environmental degradation. That is also true today. Access to 

clean water and climate change affect the poorest in the world. 

The UN has reported that environmental refugees (people who 

are displaced because of environmental degradation) already 

outnumber refugees as a result of conflict. And as far as conflicts 

go, worldwide conflict is increasingly driven by the scarcity of 

natural resources.

So, sadly, just as in the days of Hosea, we are all implicated in the 

current state of our world. We’re all in on this together – you can’t 

buy the newest technological gadgets without somebody, some-

where suffering because of it. And it’s not just worker conditions, 

it’s our entire current system of consumerism that is destroying 

rainforests, draining precious water reservoirs, and polluting the 

environment.

I believe that change begins first with each of one of us. Let me 

expand on this through a bit of a personal story.

Last year I visited Kenya, where A Rocha has an important pro-

ject. It was a huge privilege to attend the A Rocha Leaders Forum 

where over 70 of us were gathered from 21 countries. The theme 

was Poverty, Conservation, and Hope. What an amazing experi-

ence to worship together and learn from each other.

We were privileged to have Bishop Zac Niringiye from Uganda 

bring the biblical focus sessions each day. He was discussing the 

way of the cross and hope (Colossians 1).

His perspective on poverty was particularly challenging. He de-

clared that the issue is not poverty but greed! He was calling for 

us to change the slogan: “Make poverty history,” to be revised to: 

“Make greed history.”
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This has direct implications for those of us living in the Global 

North. It challenges our extravagant use of resources and our 

addiction to materialism and individualism. We can begin to work 

global change by starting with ourselves. 

In our experience with A Rocha, it is our brothers and sisters in 

the developing world that understand this the best and are calling 

us to change. They are calling us to heed the words of God in 

Micah 6:8: “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with our God.” They are calling us to heed the calling Jesus gave 

us – love our neighbours! 

In order to act justly, and love our neighbours, we need to 

change.	Our	calling	today	is	to	“live	lightly”	as	we	share	this	world	
with our neighbours!

Given all this gloomy news, within the broader environmental 

community, it is no wonder there is a lot of despair. It comes out in 

the humour...

 

 What is our Hope?

The way of hope that Bishop Zac was referring to is rooted in 

Colossians 1:15-20

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 

all creation. 16For by him all things were created: things in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created 

by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 

19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 

20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross.

In this passage Paul links creation and redemption through the 

person of Jesus. Through Christ all things were created, he 

sustains all things (holds them together), and then through his 

resurrection he reconciles all things! 

What does “all things” mean? Does it stop with people? That is 

how I used to read this! This is the radical point that we miss! 

Creation’s redemption! 

In Colossians 1 and in Romans 8, Paul says that all created 

things participate in the redemption that has already been begun 

through Christ’s death and resurrection and wait for the final 

consummation when Christ returns. His resurrected body is the 

only hint we have of what that final consummation will be like for 

us and for creation! 

So we are waiting in hope for this final consummation – the recon-

ciliation of all things! And this waiting is active!  Eugene Peterson 

has said that we wait on tiptoe in redemptive activity. We are to 

preach the good news, heal the sick, feed the poor, and care for 

creation. That is our waiting. That is our mission!

Our	task,	first,	is	to	acknowledge	Jesus’	lordship	in	every	area	of	
life and then let him bring restoration into our relationships:

   With God

 With ourselves

 With each other, and

 With creation. 

So I encourage you to go today and wait on tiptoe in redemp-

tive activity acknowledging that the Earth is the Lord’s and 

that ultimately our hope lies in the fact that he is reconciling 

all things to himself. 
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