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INTRODUCTION

When God created the world, He called it good. And since that 

time, He has continued to care for and sustain all that He made. 

As children in the family of God, we are all called to care for it as 

He does. We are to be stewards, to make responsible decisions 

for creation as its owner would. It is important that we continue 

to fulfill our calling with the right motivation: to serve God, and 

to love our neighbour. It is equally crucial that we serve with 

hope, for this is God’s creation and we join in His work, and 

He will redeem all of creation in time. This right perspective 

keeps us from discouragement when we see creation groaning. 

Teaching our children the theology of creation care from an early 

age is important so that as they grow and encounter strong 

environmental movements or environmental crisis, they will be 

grounded in knowledge of Christ and His work. Thus, along with 

us, they may live with hope instead of despair during their time on 

earth.

The following curriculum is designed to be flexible so that Day 

camp leaders or Sunday school teachers can adapt it to their age 

group and lesson length. There is plenty of room for creativity! 

Each day includes central truths to be discussed in story time 

or open session. Each teacher will want to target these central 

truths specifically to their children. There are many scripture 

verses from which an appropriate memory verse can be chosen 

if desired. Songs from the recommend songs list at the end can 

be incorporated with these truth lessons during an open session. 

The activities include a variety of crafts, games, and hands-on 

explorations to help children learn by doing. For teachers who 

want to learn more themselves, a list of resources is included at 

the end.  

SUMMARY OF THEMES

Day 1: God is the creator and what He created is good but it is 

groaning right now.

Day 2: God cares for and sustains all of His creation, whether 

plant, animal, human, Christian, or non-Christian. In His great love 

for all of creation, God has a plan to save it and that is through 

the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ.  

Day 3: People have been given a special responsibility to care for 

creation in a way that reflects God’s care for creation since Jesus 

Christ has reconciled our relationships to God, others, and all of 

creation.  We can care for creation out of love for Him.

Day 4: The effects of caring for God’s creation are felt by people 

all around the world, and  this is one way we love our neighbour 

as ourselves. 

Day 5: We are eagerly anticipating the fulfillment of God’s 

saving work when Jesus Christ comes again and makes every 

relationship right with Him. In the meantime, we live in hope and 

join Him in His work.

 

DAY 1

Theme
God is the creator and what He created is good but it is groaning 

right now.

Truths for Discussion 
Most children growing up in a church are familiar with the truth 

that God is creator. The earth belongs to Him. Psalm 24:1-2, “The 

earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who 

live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon 

the waters.”  Or Psalm 50:11, “I know every bird in the mountains, 

and the creatures of the field are mine.”  

Less emphasized is the truth that God’s creation is good. Genesis 

1:31 says, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very 

good.” 1 Timothy 4:4 says, “For everything God created is good, 

and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.” 

Indeed, God loves all His creation, as seen in the psalmist’s 

description of Him in Psalm 104:1-6. One way that we enjoy 

creation is in seeing how it reveals God. Awe at what He has 

made can turn us to a place of praise. Psalm 19:1 states that 

“the heavens declare the glory of God.”  Creation reveals God’s 

eternal power and divine nature (Romans 1:20). And so as it says 

in Psalm 96:10-11, “The Lord reigns… Let the heavens rejoice, let 

the earth be glad.”  

Romans 8:22 says that creation is groaning because of sin and 

disobedience to God. The story of the fall of man tells how man 

is alienated from creation through the fall (Genesis 3:17-19). This 

is re-iterated in Hosea 4:1-3 where there is sin in the land and, 

“Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste 

away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the fish 

of the sea are dying.” While this is not meant to be the focus of 

the lesson, older students may want to discuss why there are 

seemingly ‘bad’ things in creation, like mosquitoes biting us, or 

cougars killing farm animals.

But the story does not end with the fall! It is important to remind 

the children that there is good news.  Because even from the 

beginning, God planned to save the whole world by sending His 

son Jesus Christ to live on earth and die on a cross to pay for all 

sins. This week, we will be learning the story of how God loves all 

of creation and is saving it from the ‘bad’ things. 

Ways for telling this story may include a children’s story book on 

creation with colourful pictures, ending each day with “And God 

saw it was…” Get the children to answer ‘good’ along with you 

each time.  

Activities
The focus of these activities is to engage children with nature, to 

enjoy exploring with the view that God has made all these things.  

As we are amazed at creation, we can reflect this as praise to 

God the creator. 

Skit for Introducing Leaders (I’m glad that I’m a...)

(These are just examples.  Feel free to make up your own!)

Person 1:  I’m glad that I am __<your name>_, there’s no

day

ONE
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  one I’d rather be;

  But if I weren’t _   <your name>_, a carrot I

  would be!

  Put those roots down, suck up water, there, I

  grew a shoot! OO!

Person 2:  I’m glad that I am __<your name>_, there’s no

  one I’d rather be;

  But if I weren’t _   <your name>_, a maple tree

  I’d be!

  Put out leaves, wave my branches, now I’ve got

  a seed!  - Spin!

Person 3:  I’m glad that I am __<your name>_, there’s no

  one I’d rather be;

  But if I weren’t _   <your name>_, a honeybee

  I’d be! 

  Search for flowers, suck up nectar, go and tell

  the hive – Bzzz! (do a bee dance)

Person 4:  I’m glad that I am __<your name>_, there’s no

  one I’d rather be;

  But if I weren’t _   <your name>_, a cherry tree

  I’d be!

  Open blossoms, feel the breezes, make a

  cherry grow - Ptt!

Person 5:  I’m glad that I am __<your name>_, there’s no

  one I’d rather be;

  But if I weren’t _   <your name>_, an earthworm

  I would be!

  Dig a tunnel, wiggle in, watch out for that bird -

  Duck!

All stand in a line. The first person steps forward and says their 

bit, then steps back. The second person steps forward, says their 

bit, and then repeats the rhyming part (the part in italics: e.g. “Put 

those roots down, suck up water, there, I grew a shoot!”) with 

a slow exaggerated beat again. On the repeated time, the first 

person then also steps out and says their own rhyme. Both end at 

the same time (OO! and Spin!) and step back. The third person 

then steps out, says their part and then repeats (“Search for 

flowers, suck up nectar, go and tell the hive, Bzzz!”) their rhyming 

part two more times. On the second time through, the second 

person also steps out and says their part two times. On the third 

time, the first person steps out and says their part. This continues 

on until all the characters in the line are speaking their parts at 

once (They all make their ending sound or action at the same 

time—Oo!  Spin! Ptt! Bzzz!).

Nature Journals

Materials:  Plain paper cut in ¼ page size, cardstock or foam 

in ¼  page size, stapler, felts, glitter glue (if plenty of time to dry 

before using), pencils.

Pre-assemble the books by stapling enough plain paper sheets 

between two foam or cardstock sheets.  Let the children choose 

their own journal and decorate the outside (be sure to include 

names!). Children will choose a special spot outdoors on the 

first day, and will draw/write what they see/hear during ten quiet 

minutes. When the leader gathers the children back in and 

collects the journals for the next day, they can share favourite 

moments. If this program is being run as a Sunday school, the 

children should take their Nature Journal home along with a 

letter to their parents, and do the activity during the week. This 

is a great way to engage the parents in what their children are 

learning.  

Decorating their journals is a great activity to do while the children 

are arriving and registering.

Making Bug Pooters and Bug Hunting

Materials: Use two different sizes of straws (cut into finger-

length sections), masking tape, small square of nylon stocking, 

collecting containers (clear plastic containers with lids/clear film 

containers), magnifiers.

Put one end of the two sizes of straws together with the nylon 

between. Secure with tape. You can now suck up bugs without 

them going into your mouth. Collect insects and gently blow them 

into containers.  Observe with magnifiers.

OR use butterfly nets and try to collect some flying bugs. Note: 

Do this very gently so that you do not damage their wings.

Hug-A-Tree

Materials: Blindfolds.

Divide into partners. One is blindfolded and spun around, led on 

a circuitous route to a chosen tree.  Blindfolded one investigates 

the tree until satisfied they know it well. They are then led back to 

home base, un-blindfolded, and must guess which tree they felt. 

Switch places.

Bark Casting

Materials: Magnifiers, modeling clay (also optional: self-drying 

clay).

Activity: Look at bark of different trees. Take a piece of modeling 

clay and press it firmly onto the bark of a chosen tree. Then 

gently peel off, keeping the marks of the bark on the clay. If 

desired, you can make a permanent cast by then gently pressing 

self-drying clay onto the modeling clay. Press all over, then slowly 

peel off. Let dry for several days. Discuss the different types 

of bark trees have. E.g. Douglas-fir has thick bark that helps it 

survive fires, maples and alders have thin bark. Cedar trees have 

stringy bark.  True fir trees (not Douglas-fir) have bark with pitch 

bubbles for protection.

Bird Watching

Materials: Bird ID sheets or a bird field guide (probably available 

in a local library), binoculars, ‘good ears’.

Visit bird feeders, garden, forest, or pond area and watch the 

activity, for example a local park or bog.  Or go quietly into an 

area with shrubs and sit quietly and watch for birds. Often it is 

easier to hear than to see birds. Have children sit quietly and 

count how many different bird sounds they can hear in two or 

three minutes. Remind the children they need to be still and quiet 

for the birds to sing.  

Check out Hinterland’s Who’s Who website for great fact 
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sheets and photos of Canadian birds: http://www.hww.ca/hww.

asp?id=7&pid=1 

Pond or Ditch Dipping

Materials:  Small nets, wash basins, magnifiers, aquatic 

organisms ID key, rubber boots if the weather is not too hot.

Activity:  First spend a couple of minutes having children 

observe the area and what they can see of the habitat. Then 

demonstrate how to scoop the net in the water without getting 

mud from the bottom, and tap it carefully but firmly on the side of 

the basin. 

Make sure to do it well so that no tiny creatures are stuck in the 

net! Remind them that this is a neighbourhood for the living things 

here and we need to be careful not to disturb their neighbourhood 

too much. Then allow them to dip nets and empty them into the 

bucket. See if they can identify what they find!

An identification guide for Freshwater Invertebrates of the Pacific 

Northwest is available online at http://www.seanet.com/~leska/

Online/Guide.html.  

A guide to identifying indicator species which can show pollution 

levels is found on pages 41-57 of an Aquatic Ecology Lesson 

from Muhlenberg http://www.muhlenberg.edu/cultural/graver/K-

12Outreach/AquaticEcologyLesson2-%20Indicators.pdf 

Frame Searching

Materials: Simple frames made from wood or cardboard, one 

digital camera.

Activity: The object is to get a close up look at things in nature. 

Write each child’s name of the frame (for a longer activity, they 

can decorate their frames). Go to a forested area and get down 

on hands and knees. Move the frame over the ground looking for 

things that catch your interest. Let the children spend some time 

doing this. When they have chosen their favourite scene, a leader 

will take a photo of their piece, with the frame and the child’s 

name visible in the photo. These photos can be printed later to go 

in the child’s Nature Journal.

Spider Webs 

Materials:  Black construction paper, newspaper, yellow spray 

paint, magnifiers.

Activity:  Go for a walk searching for spider webs. Look at how 

they are made and where they are made. Hold the newspaper 

carefully behind a web and spray (make sure the spider is not 

IN the web!). Then put the construction paper gently behind, 

and move towards yourself, collecting the web. Talk about how 

the ordinary garden spider spins a web each day and then eats 

it again at the end of the day, re-using the protein from the web. 

How does a web work?  

Bug Who am I? 

Materials: Laminated bug cards, clothespins.

Attach bug cards to children’s backs with clothespins. They must 

ask questions of each other that can be answered yes/no, until 

they guess their identity correctly.

Hands as Eyes 

Materials: Items from the outdoors such as cones, rocks, bark, 

small branches, leave enough for each child to have one.  

Activity: Have the children sit in a tight circle facing one another 

with their hands behind their backs.  Place one outdoors item 

in each child’s hands. Give them a moment to feel it. Then get 

everyone to pass their item right or left, all the while keeping their 

hands behind their back so they cannot see. The goal is for them 

to keep passing the items until they recognize their own back 

again.  

Noah’s Ark 

Materials:  Pairs of matching animal cards. 

Activity:  Give each child a card with the name (or picture for 

younger children) of an animal that has a distinct movement or 

shape. Do not let anyone else see! Make sure you have given out 

each animal twice so everyone has a pair. Then on your signal, 

have them find their partner ONLY by making their sound or 

movement).

Animal-Sound Guessing 

Materials: CD player, CD of creature sounds (pre-recorded or 

downloaded).

Activity: Play a sound for a minute. Then have the children guess 

what creature made that sound!  You could also have pictures 

there for them to choose from if they’re having trouble guessing.

DAY 1 RESOURCES

Sample letter for parents Day 1:

Dear Parent,

We are excited to be exploring God’s creation this week in Day 

Camp. On Day 1 we are learning about God as creator and the 

goodness of His creation. On Day 2 we are examining how He 

sustains all of his creation and how He has a plan to save it from 

sin through Jesus. On Day 3 we are taking a closer look at how 

we can care for creation, and on Day 4 how this care extends 

around the world and includes caring for other people. On the 

last day, we will discover how God’s plan for saving creation will 

be fulfilled when Jesus comes again. 

 

On Day 4 (month day, year) we will be making a friendship soup. 

If you are able, please send a soup-appropriate vegetabke with 

your child that morning.

If you want to learn more about the topic of this day camp, please 

ask for a copy of the adult resources about creation care, which 

includes an outline of the theology and a list of recommended 

readings.  

Sincerely, The Day Camp Staff
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Millipede Earwig Cricket

Fly Spider Cockroach

Ant Moth
Bee

Beetle Butterfly Damselfly

Bug Who Am I cards - to be cut out with name included, one for each child.
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Grasshopper Dragonfly Mayfly

Pillbug Praying mantis Aphid

Wasp Termite
Mosquito

Walking stick Millipede Lady beetle

Bug Who Am I cards - to be cut out with name included, one for each child.
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DAY 2

Theme
God cares for and sustains all of His creation, whether plant, 

animal, human, Christian, or non-Christian. In His great love for all 

of creation, God has a plan to save it and that is through the life, 

death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. 

Truths for Discussion 
God loves all of His creation. After He created the world, He did 

not abandon it, but continued to be actively involved in sustain-

ing it. Matthew 6:26 says, “Look at the birds of the air; they do not 

sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?”

Psalm 104 and Psalm 147:8-9 have wonderful images of God’s 

direct role in providing for His creation.  An idea for teaching this 

truth to children is to make silhouette shapes of the images used, 

for example from Psalm 104:14 a cow and grass, from Psalm 

104:17 a bird and a nest. Have a few animals and a few ‘provi-

sions.’ Ask the children to match the animal to the item they need. 

Then for each one ask who provided it. The truth will be learned 

with repetition.

Ask if any child can think of the greatest provision God made to 

creation. Give them the hint to think about our greatest need, per-

haps they remember the fall from yesterday. The most important 

provision God made to creation is His son Jesus Christ.  

If the children are younger, John 3:16 is a great summary verse 

for today. However, for those with more Christian education back-

ground or for older children, Colossians 1:15-20 will introduce 

more breadth and knowledge of scripture. Verses 19 and 20 are 

key, saying “For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in 

[Jesus Christ] and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through His blood, shed on the cross.” God’s purpose was recon-

ciliation of all things, Christ’s sacrifice was the means.

Activities
Today’s activities are focused around celebrating God’s love and 

continued care for creation.  

Nature Journals

Have a quiet time outside each day for the children to make their 

own nature observations. Each child should be spread out so that 

they are not distracted by their neighbours but so the leader can 

still see them.

Creation Mural

Cover a wall with paper and start a mural about the things the 

children see in nature. They should have a lot of inspiration from 

all the exploring they did on Day 1. This is a great opportunity to 

direct their thoughts towards worshipping God as they are thank-

ful for all these things. Let them add to it throughout the week. On 

the last day or the next Sunday, the mural could be used to show 

the parents what they learned about.

Starting a Bean Stalk 

Materials: potting soil, small pots from recycled yogurt contain-

ers, beans, paper towel

This activity is especially good if this program runs over multiple 

weeks as a Sunday School. On the first week, soak the beans 

and lay them between pieces of damp paper towel. The leader 

should take this home during the week to make sure the paper 

towel does not dry out. When the beans sprout, let the children 

plant a few in their own pot. Water them each week together and 

watch them grow. Consider doing a bean height-growth chart to 

measure how much they grow each week.  

If this program is being done as a one-week day camp, perhaps 

sprout some beans beforehand so the children can plant them on 

the first day.  At the end of the week, the children can take their 

beans home.

Plant Name Game

Form a circle and designate everyone as a plant part with a 

corresponding action (stem-squat and up; root-lie down and 

sip; fruit-mimic spreading seeds; flower-move arms as if pulling 

a rope towards yourself; seed-hands over head as in shelter; 

leaf-wiggle hands like heat coming down). Then designate one 

person to start. The first person must call out their own plant part, 

do the action, and then call out someone else’s part and do their 

action. The second person must do his/her own part and action 

first, then quickly call out another’s name and do their action. You 

can also do this with tossing a ball when calling the name, or 

having one person in the centre with a sock who tries to tag the 

person they call before that person calls another person. How 

long can you keep it going?

Alternate: Chain tag

Designate one person who is a ‘root’ to be ‘it.’ Everyone else has 

a plant part identity. ‘It’ tries to tag others till they have the whole 

plant in a chain.

How Old are You, Mr. Tree?

Materials: Magnifiers, cut tree trunk.

Count the rings.  How old is the tree?  Are all the rings the same 

size?  Why or why not? 

Just inside the bark there is a pipeline that the leaves use to send 

food down to the roots. This pipeline is called phloem (flo-em). 

day

TWO
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Next to the phloem towards the middle of the tree is another pipe-

line – this one is called xylem (zi-lem) – that sends water up from 

the roots to the leaves. Between the phloem and the xylem there 

is an area of wood called the cambium. The phloem, cambium 

and xylem are the living portions of the trunk of a tree. Every year, 

the tree trunk becomes wider as new layers of phloem and xylem 

grow from the sides of the cambium. When you look at a cut sec-

tion of a log you can see the rings of new wood that are added 

each year the tree lives. In the center of the trunk of a tree is the 

heartwood. This portion of the tree is old phloem, cambium and 

xylem layers that are non living. The heartwood is very hard and 

gives a tree the strength to stand straight and tall.

Bird Nest Mâché

Materials: Bird nests to look at or poster of bird nest shapes (see 

Day 2 Resources); paper mâché supplies: newspaper, flour and 

water; small yogurt containers, glue, brown paint, brushes, moss, 

clean-up buckets and water.

Activity: Make bird nests out of paper mâché glued onto outside 

of a small yogurt container.  For a follow-up, add peat moss glued 

on the outside when dry.  

Wikipedia has a great article on types of bird’s nests: http://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_nest. The information and photos could 

be used to illustrate for the children all the different designs their 

mâché nests could have.  

For more information on making paper mâché making, including 

glue and flour options and helpful tips, see http://www.dltk-kids.

com/type/how_to_paper_mache.htm. 

Tree Growth Relay 

Materials: Sugar, water bottle, small cups, buttons, sidewalk 

chalk.

Draw out a tree on the side walk. Divide the group into three 

teams: water, nutrients, and sugar. They will role-play the work-

ings of a tree. Each child will carry one cup of their item to the 

other end of the tree (sugar travels down the phloem, water and 

nutrients travel up the xylem). Give the two teams at the roots 

either a water bottle or vitamin bottle filled with buttons. Give the 

leaves a container of sugar.  After each child has run a cup of 

their ingredient to the other side of the tree, they run back and sit 

down. The first team to all be sitting down wins. Repeat the relay, 

but this time with half the amount of water or nutrients so that one 

of them runs out first. Discuss how when the tree no longer has 

something it needs, it cannot continue making sugar (photosyn-

thesizing) and growing. But as a reminder of today`s truth for 

discussion, discuss how God provides.

Extension: How does God provide for us through trees and 

plants? How are trees and plants important for us? (Wood for 

construction, fire and heat, fruit for eating, beauty products, medi-

cine, leaves for animal food, shade).

How should we treat trees and plants then, if God cares for them?  

What happens when we are not careful about trees or plants?  

(Loss of habitat for animals and birds, erosion where trees are 

cut, loss of shade and protection. Trees clean the air, so if we cut 

too many, we are losing our air filters, sources of food, materials 

for building, heat source, medicines. This changes the environ-

ment so that other living creatures might not survive). We do 

NOT want to overstate this and make children fearful, although 

these are all true situations. Use discretion about how heavily to 

stress these points. These are suggestions of facts that could be 

pointed out.

Find a Home

Materials: Site map, clipboard, pencil, paper, magnifiers, com-

pass.

Walk all around the property and stop wherever you see a 

creature’s home of any kind (i.e. molehill, spider web, bird nest, 

cocoon, pile of leaves, hole in a tree, pond, puddle). How many 

different homes can you find? The younger children might draw 

the different homes as you find them (no map). Older children 

might make a simple map first and locate the different kinds of 

homes on it. Use a compass to locate where north is, and then 

mark it on your paper. Locate things on site relative to north, and 

mark them on your map, e.g. ponds, fences, trees, garden, build-

ings. Also consider human homes.

Home-Creature Match-Up Game

Materials:  Home-creature matching game cards (see Day 2 

Resources), clothespins.

Look at a poster of homes and animals, or show some of the 

game cards and talk about the animals and habitat. This will 

teach the children about the animals (some of which are endan-

gered) and familiarize them with these specific animals so they 

can play the game better. Then play the home-creature matching 

game! Each child will have a card attached to their back. They 

circulate around, asking questions to guess which animal or kind 

of home they are. Questions must be answered only with ‘yes’ or 

‘no’ answers. After they have guessed who they are, they go to 

“Home Depot” (designated spot) to wait till their matching home 

or animal also is identified.

Mouse House

Materials: Blindfold, Douglas-fir cone.

Introduce game by talking about where a mouse might live 

(holes, logs, houses). Does anyone know what a mouse likes to 

eat (cheese, seeds, nuts)? Show them a Douglas-fir cone and tell 

them that the seeds are in this cone. This is mouse food. To play 

the game, have one child be the mouse and put on a blindfold. 

Others will sit on the grass, and after the mouse is blindfolded, 

the leader will put the fir cone somewhere among the group. The 

mouse must then crawl around the ‘neighbourhood’ and try to 

find its food. The others must squeak very softly when the mouse 

is far from its food, and squeak LOUDLY when the mouse gets 

close to its food.

Quick Frozen Critters (from Project Wild)

Materials: Food tokens (three per student), armbands to mark 

predators, four to five hula hoops as “cover” markers, bandanas 

which prey carry in their pockets, whistle.
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Best with at least 10 children, one predator per four to six prey. 

Select any of the following pairs of animals: 

Prey   Predators

Hares   Lynx

Ground squirrels  Hawks

Deer   Cougars/wolves

Mice   Foxes

Caribou   Wolves

Salmon   Grizzly bears

Identify students as predators or prey for this version of freeze tag 

(one predator per four to six prey).  Designate one end of your 

playing area as the food source and the other end as the shelter.  

Place four to five hula hoops in the open area between the shelter 

and the food. They can only stay in the shelter for 10 seconds. 

These can represent extra cover or shelter for the prey and are 

randomly distributed (string or chalk might be alternatives). Food 

tokens are placed in the food source zone. Allow three food 

tokens per prey.

Use a whistle to start each round. Prey then start from their 

shelter, trying to move from shelter to food source, collecting one 

food token per trip. They must also return to their primary shelter. 

To survive, prey have to get three tokens altogether. They need to 

watch out for predators: if they see one, they can warn other prey, 

“freeze” if a predator is within two metres, or run to cover, with at 

least one foot in a hoop. “Frozen” prey is safe from a predator in 

the freeze position when they are in a crouch position not moving. 

Predators start anywhere between the two ends, and are random-

ly distributed. They try to capture two preys in order to survive. 

They must tag only moving prey, not frozen ones, and success-

fully get their bandana. Captured prey is taken to the sidelines.

Make a time limit of five minutes per round so that captured prey 

on the sidelines do not get too restless. Second round switch 

prey/predators. 

Barnacle Bust

Materials: Large flat rock, skipping rope to designate start line.

Introduce the game by talking about how a barnacle makes a 

home by swimming around trying to find a flat surface. Once it 

finds a good place, it turns upside down and glues itself on. Its 

feet wave in the water to scoop food into its mouth.

Have one child volunteer to be the timekeeper. The timekeeper 

will stand at one end of the playing area with their back to the 

barnacles, with the rock behind their back on the ground. The 

barnacles will stand behind the line until the timekeeper says 

“Swim!” Then each will try to carefully swim closer to the rock.  If 

the timekeeper turns around and calls “Bust!,” each barnacle 

must freeze on the spot. If the timekeeper sees you moving, you 

must go back to the starting line. The first barnacle to get the rock 

successfully becomes the next timekeeper.

Oh Deer - What’s My Home (from Project Wild)

Introduce the idea of home as habitat (i.e. forest and meadow for 

deer, and oceans, lakes, ponds for fish, aquatic invertebrates, 

amphibians, etc.).

Divide the children into two lines. Then designate one line to be 

deer, and the other line to be components of habitat (food, water, 

shelter). Each line stands with backs turned towards the other. 

Then at the leader’s signal all turn and show the symbol of what 

they are (food: hands on tummy, water: hands over mouth, shel-

ter: hands in triangle over head) or what they need (deer need 

food, water and shelter). Each deer must then run to the other line 

and “catch” someone from the other line making the same symbol 

as they need. Deer take this person back to their line. Any deer 

not getting what it needs?  It becomes ‘food/water/shelter’ and 

joins the non-deer line. What happens to the numbers? 

Go through several times and observe how the numbers change 

up and down. The facilitator can intervene in the process (what 

effect would fire have? no food or shelter; drought? no one mak-

ing the water symbol; chemical spill? poisoned water, poisoned 

soil, poisoned air).

Animal Clue Relay

Materials: Clues on cards (see Day 2 Resources).

In a cleared area/classroom space, set out clue cards in the mid-

dle of the space, spread out. Divide the group into two smaller 

groups, one on each side of the space. At the given signal, the 

groups come relay-style (one at a time) into the middle and grab 

a clue card. They take their clue card back to their team and start 

to guess what creature it might refer to. As each member goes 

and gets a card, the team will start to group clues according to 

which ones seem to go together, trying to guess the identity of 

that creature. As each one goes, they can take one clue card 

back to the centre to trade for another if it doesn’t seem to fit their 

set of clues. How many animal identities can each team assem-

ble correctly?
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1 2 3 4 5 6 Identity

I live in bays 

and around the 

mouths of rivers. 

I like salt water, 

but sometimes 

go up rivers.

My ears are 

inside my head, 

so you don’t 

notice them at 

all. There are just 

tiny holes that 

open into my 

head.

I have coarse 

hair on my body, 

not fur.

My coat is often 

spotted, with 

dark brown hair 

on the back. My 

head looks like 

a dog.

My baby is white 

and can swim 

when it is only 

2 days old. By 

one month, it can 

catch fish.

I often make a 

sound like a dog 

barking.

I AM A

HARBOUR

SEAL

My favourite 

foods to eat 

are grasses, 

dandelions and 

clover.  I also eat 

weeds, herbs, 

shrubs, twigs, 

bark and buds

If I see a preda-

tor, I am very 

good at ‘freez-

ing’ and staying 

motionless, to 

blend into the 

background.  I 

try to stay in the 

grasses where I 

am safer.

When I’m born, 

I’m so small I can 

fit into a tea-

spoon and have 

no fur. When I’m 

grown up, I weigh 

2-3 pounds, and 

I’m 15-18 inches 

long (minus my 

ears)

My predators are 

foxes, coyotes, 

mink and wea-

sels. I check for 

them by standing 

on my hind legs, 

ears up and sniff-

ing the air.

If a predator 

sees me, I run 

for safety in a 

zig-zag pattern, 

to confuse my 

attacker.

If I am cornered 

by an enemy, I 

will try to stun 

my attacker by 

thumping it with 

my hind foot, giv-

ing me a chance 

to get away.

I AM A

COTTONTAIL

RABBIT

Look for mounds 

of dirt if you want 

to see where 

I’m working.  My 

work helps soften 

the soil and let 

water soak into 

the ground.

My heavily-built 

forefeet and long 

claws are good 

for digging.

I eat roots, stems 

and leaves.

I eat roots, stems 

and leaves.

My front teeth 

are constantly 

growing.

I have small eyes 

and ears in rela-

tion to the rest of 

my body.

I AM A

GOPHER

I live mostly in 

the forest and in 

thickets.

Both young 

and old of my 

kind are good 

climbers.  When 

disturbed, we 

find safety in a 

tree.

My sight is poor, 

but I can hear 

and smell very 

well.

My diet includes 

small mammals, 

insects, flesh 

and garbage, 

grasses, leaves, 

fruit, berries and 

nuts.

I’m dark-coloured 

and sometimes 

weigh as much 

as 500 pounds.

When it starts 

to get cold and 

snowy, I go 

inside for the 

winter.

I AM A

BEAR

The black mask 

over my eyes 

disguises me as 

I go out on my 

food raids. I usu-

ally like to wash 

any food I get 

before I eat.

I prefer to live 

mostly near 

streams and 

lakes, but I do 

live in cities.

My fingers 

are clever and 

curious.

I’m active at 

night.

My home is a 

tree, rock pile or 

large burrow.

I feed my young 

milk and lick 

their fur.  My diet 

includes rodents, 

rabbits, birds, 

eggs, frogs, fish, 

insects, acorns, 

fruit, melons, car-

rion and grain.

I AM A

RACCOON



11

KIDS IN CREATION
Curriculum

Bird nest types – examples for Bird Nest Mâché

All the photos are from Wikepedia’s “Bird Nest” article: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_nest. 

Burrow used by the sand martin. Pendant nest used by the taveta golden weaver.

Mound nest - Chilean flamingo. Platform nest - osprey. Cavity nest - Northern flicker.

Cup nest used by the common blackbird. Scrape nest used by the American golden-plover.



12

KIDS IN CREATION
Curriculum

Home-Creature Match-Up cards

I am a humpback whale. I am the ocean. I am a spotted salamander.

I am a damp, dark log in the forest. I am a purple crab. I am a rocky beach.

I am a red ant. I am an ant hill (formicary) on the 

ground.

I am a gray squirrel.

I am a tree. I am a Pacific Salmon. I am a river.
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Home-Creature Match-Up cards

I am a western toad. I am a pond. I am a moose.

I am a forest. I am a beaver. I am a beaver lodge.

I am a Vancouver Island marmot 

(endangered). 

I am a mountainside. I am a whitetail deer.

I am a field. I am a spotted owl (endangered). I am an old forest.
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DAY 3

Theme
People have been given a special responsibility to care for crea-

tion in a way that reflects God’s care for creation since Jesus 

Christ has reconciled our relationships to God, others, and all of 

creation. We can care for creation out of love for Him.

Truths for Discussion 
Review yesterday’s lesson by talking about how God loves crea-

tion and how He shows that through His care for creation and in 

sending Jesus Christ. 

Humans are part of creation too and He cares for us. But we have 

also been given a special role within it.  In Genesis 1:26-28, God 

makes man to “rule over the fish of the seas and the birds of the 

air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground” (See also Psalm 8:3-8).

But what does the word “rule” mean? In Genesis 2:15 it says 

Adam and Eve are in the garden to “work it and take care of it.” 

(The Greek word abad means work, serve and means to work, 

till, cultivate, dress, serve; the Greek work shamar means keep, 

guard, take care of). Explain to the children the word rule means 

serve. Perhaps use a story that would be familiar to the children 

contrasting a good and bad “ruler” as an example.  

What kind of ruler is God? Discuss with the children that God is a 

ruler who serves too. He was willing to give up even His own son 

to serve His people. We are made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26), 

and the way we rule should be like Him.  

We need to be careful as Christians that our motivation for caring 

for the environment is correct. We do not do this because it is a 

popular trend in on the west coast or because we are in despair 

about an environmental crisis, but because we want to be obedi-

ent to God’s calling for all humans. We serve God by caring for 

His creation; we do not serve a ‘green’ god of environmentalism. 

Matthew 6:24a says “No one can serve two masters. Either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other.” We know we will give an account for our 

actions before God one day (1 Peter 4:5), and that everything that 

is done in secret will be made public (Luke 12:2).  

It is important therefore, that we emphasize to children why Chris-

tians are called to care for creation: because God has given us 

this unique responsibility.  

Activities
The activities for Day 3 focus around what we can do to care for 

what we see around us every day.  

Nature Journals

Have a quiet time outside each day for the children to make their 

own nature observations. Each child should be spread out so that 

they are not distracted by their neighbours but so the leader can 

still see them.

Compost

Materials: Bucket, leaves, newspaper, grass, vegetable material, 

worms.

To care for plants by giving them fertilizer and to reduce our 

waste we can make compost. It is great if this can be down in a 

glass terrarium so that the children can see the compost break 

down through time.

Great resource and detailed instructions on composting can be 

found at the City Farmer website: http://www.cityfarmer.org/ or by 

contacting the Vancouver Regional Compost Hotline, 604-736-

2250 or composthotline@telus.net. 

Discuss what the compost needs and how it is made by organ-

isms called decomposers (which include sowbugs, earthworms, 

earwigs,  millipedes, flies, sow bugs and microscopic organisms 

too). Talk about what goes into compost and why. (Recycling, 

food scraps break down into great fertilizer for the garden. Kitch-

en scraps put in the garbage go in the landfill, where they do not 

break down for a long time because they do not get oxygen).

Garden Work

If available, let the children be involved in weeding or planting in 

the church or a neighbourhood garden.

Soils 

Materials: Bucket of soil, Styrofoam or plastic trays, buckets, 

shovel, trowel,  chopstick or stick, water in spray bottles, bucket 

of water, magnifiers, rags for cleaning hands (optional extra: lap-

top, projector, microscope).

Soils need to be cared for too, and the first step is learning more 

about them.

Part A: Soil texture: Shake and settle

Materials: Soil, water spray bottle, trays, jars with lids (or pop/wa-

ter bottles), water source, journal, pencils.

Have each child partially fill their jar/bottle with soil. Then each 

can fill their jar with water, put on the lid, and shake. What do they 

predict will happen? Let them sit and settle while proceeding with 

part B.

Part B: Soil Sense

Give each student a scoop of soil. Spray the soil with water so 

it is damp. Touch your soil. Describe how it feels (Gritty, slip-

pery? How would you describe it?) Have them observe their soil. 

Answer these questions: Do you see any living creatures? Do you 

see anything that once was alive? Describe how it looks. What 

does your soil smell like? Draw a quick sketch of your soil. Use a 

magnifier.

Part A continued:  Observe your bottle of soil and water

Ask children to describe what happened. Observe how quickly 

the particles settle. Do you notice any layers or separation? Draw 

a sketch of how your soil has settled. Why do you think it looks 

like that?  (Clay: particles too small to see, do not let water pass 

day
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through easily, hard to grow things in, too sticky when wet and too 

hard when dry; silt: larger particles than clay, smaller than sand, 

soft and silky, holds water and nutrients; sand: largest particles, 

coarse, gritty, drains quickly.  Observe whether the soil is sand, 

clay, or a mixture (Optional: put different soil samples under the 

microscope and project.  Observe differences).

What did you see in your soil? Different kinds of soil are formed 

by different minerals and inorganic materials. Soil is also formed 

by organic material. Does anyone know what that means? Or-

ganic materials are made from living matter such as plants and 

animals. So everything that lives and then dies contributes to 

eventually forming more dirt!

Part C: Percolation

Materials: Measuring cups, funnels, water, clear jars, coffee 

filters, different kinds of soil.

Measure out 125mL of water and then pour it over 150mL of soil 

in the coffee filter. Put the jar underneath the filter to collect the 

water, and then measure the amount, how long it takes for the wa-

ter to go through, and see what the water looks like (i.e. whether 

it is really clear or murky, etc.). This tells you how well your soil 

drains and whether your seeds will get swamped in the earth or 

have a chance to get wet and then dry out, or not get enough 

water.  

Soil as Habitat Introduction: What’s in soil habitat? Worms, bacte-

ria, fungi, roots and other living things called microorganisms.

Microorganism: An animal or plant that is too small to see without 

a microscope. These hard workers, called decomposers or recy-

clers, break down all decaying plant and animal matter and trans-

form it into food for plants. Microorganisms eat leaves, eggshells, 

fruit and vegetable scraps, and other materials that we think of 

as trash and transform them into plant food. This is the ultimate 

recycling process!

Bug Worlds

Materials: Bug poster board, recycled materials of all kinds 

(Styrofoam, plastic containers, various lids, egg cartons, fabric, 

cardboard containers and boxes, etc.), scissors, tape, glue.

Choose a cardboard box, Styrofoam base or plastic base. On 

it, create a diorama with a whole bug garden out of the materi-

als provided. This activity can be used to teach about recycling. 

Some materials can be put in the city recycling (perhaps tour the 

church’s recycling bins and discuss what can and cannot go in). 

Some things cannot be recycled but can be reused. 

Church  Detective Work

Materials: Tooth brush, ice cream bucket, permanent marker.

Take a walk around to church to see if the children can detect 

ways that we can save energy or take better care of the environ-

ment. An obvious example is lights left on. What about doors or 

windows left open when it’s a cold day and the heaters are on? 

What about the garbage cans, do they have recyclable or com-

postable materials in them? Are the taps left dripping?  

At one of the sinks, brush your teeth while leaving the water run-

ning, letting it fill into the ice cream bucket. Draw a line where the 

water reaches. Repeat a second time, this time turning off the 

faucet between rinsing. Draw a second line and compare.

What about the grounds of the church?

Check out more free resources and many creative ideas for re-

sponsible stewardship from the A Rocha UK Eco Congregations 

project: http://ew.ecocongregation.org/

Graphing our Ecological Footprint

Materials: Roll of paper, makers, ecological footprint worksheet 

(see Day 3 Resources) or on-line calculator.

Use the Ecological Footprint Worksheet (or online calculator) to 

calculate the environmental impact of everyone in the Sunday 

School (can either do an “average” person, or cumulative for the 

whole Sunday school). Make a “graph” on a large roll of paper 

by writing the months of the year across the bottom of the short 

length of paper. Trace the footprints of the students in a verti-

cal line above the current month.  Trace as many footprints as 

calculated using the worksheet. Re-calculate throughout the year 

to see if this increases or decreases.

Earthday Network: Under “Resources” find an interactive, kid-

friendly Eco-footprint calculator as well as Environmental Fact 

Sheets.  http://ww2.earthday.net/lessonplans. Alternatively use the 

two page worksheet in Day 3 Resources.

DAY 3 RESOURCES

Worksheets on page 16 and 17.

(Also available as a pdf at http://www.woodroffehs.ocdsb.ca/world-

issues/en/pdf/m1u1ashw1.pdf) 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 

DATE: ________________________ 

 
I HOME     
How many people live in your household? 
   Points 
a) 1   30 
b) 2   25 
c) 3   20 
d) 4   15 
e) 5   10 
 
How is your home heated? 
 
a) natural gas  30  
b) electricity  40 
c) oil   50 
d) renewable  0  
(solar, wind) 
 
How many individual faucets and toilets  
do you have in your home? 
 
a) less than 3  5 
b) 3-5   10 
c) 6-8   15 
d) 8-10   20 
e) 10+   25 
 
II FOOD 
How many meals per week do you eat  
with meat or fish? 
   Points 
a) 0   0 
b) 1-3   10 
c) 4-6   20 
d) 7-10   35 
e) 10+   50 
 
How many home-made meals do you  
eat per week (including those you bring  
to school or work)? 
 
a) under 10  25 
b) 10-14   20 
c) 14-18   15 
d) 18+   10 
 
When purchasing your food items, does  
your family try to buy locally produced  
goods? 
 
a) yes   25 
b) no   125 
c) sometimes   50 
d) rarely   100 
e) don’t know  75 

 

III TRANSPORTATION 
If you or your family own vehicles, 
what type are they?  Add points for 
each type of vehicle. 
   Points 
a) motorcycle     15 
b) small-compact    35 
c) mid-sized     60 
d) full-sized     75 
e) SUV or van     100 
f) truck      130 
 
How do you get to school/work? 
 
a) car   50 
b) public transit  25 
c) school bus  20 
d) walk   0 
e) bike or roller blade 0 
 
How many trips do you make per 
week on public transit for which you 
would have otherwise used a car? 
 
a) 0   50 
b) 1-5   40 
c) 6-10   30 
d) 11-15   20 
e) 15+   10 
 
Where did you go on vacation in the  
last year? 
 
a) no vacation        0 
b) in the province      10 
c) another province  30  
d) to the US      40 
e) outside North America 70 
 
How many summer weekend trips do  
you take by car? 
 
a) 0   0 
b) 1-3   10 
c) 4-6   20 
d) 7-9   30 
e) 9+   40 
 
 

   
 
 
 
....continues on the next page 
 

 

Name:  
 
_________________
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DAY 4

Theme 
The effects of caring for God’s creation are felt by people all 

around the world, and in this is one way we love our neighbour as 

ourselves. 

Truths for Discussion
We are called to steward the earth out of love of and obedience 

to God, but also out of love for our neighbour. Matthew 22:37-39 

says, “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the first and 

greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself.’” God cares for the weak, and Christians 

are to do that too. Our actions affect people around the world 

(James 1:27).  

For example, poor farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa may be nega-

tively affected by climate change that we contribute to when we 

fly and drive our cars. Or people living in the forests of South 

America will lose their homes as the forests are cut down to grow 

crops to feed increasing numbers of beef cattle. We can help 

these needy people by our daily choices here, such as riding our 

bicycle, or eating less meat.

Use this day to re-cement the main themes from earlier in the 

week too, helping the children to see how they tie together. 

Consider getting some of the older ones to help lead the review 

session, as teaching is a great way to learn too!

Activities
Today’s activities revolve around building a sense of greater com-

munity with people around the world, and a sense of the impact 

our actions can have.

Nature Journals

Have a quiet time outside each day for the children to make their 

own nature observations. Each child should be spread out so that 

they are not distracted by their neighbours but so the leader can 

still see them.

 

Small World

Materials: Apple, paring knife, peeler.

www.kidsregen.org

The resources in this world are limited, for example, the soil 

available for growing  food. We have to share these resources 

with everyone. We can do things that damage and decrease the 

resources available. But we can also do things that help take 

care of them. What are these? (Not using chemicals and buying 

organic, eating less meat because it takes a lot more resources 

to make 1 kg of beef than 1 kg of plants, buying local food that 

does not produce so much carbon pollution in long shipping 

distances). 

Friendship Soup

Materials: Food, kitchen utensils.

Put these ideas into practice by preparing food the students can 

share with others (perhaps during fellowship time with rest of 

church if being run as a Sunday school program). This could be 

locally-grown or organic food for a special emphasis.

Remember to remind the children the night before to bring a 

vegetable for soup!

Vegetable Printmaking

Materials: Legal size paper, paint, vegetables and plants, 

brushes, plastic sheet, clean-up rags, bucket, water.

Create prints using different parts of the plants and dipping them 

into a paint container and making a mark on the paper. Or: Place 

the plants onto the paper, and paint over top with a brush. Lift 

the plant off the paper after and see what pattern is left. Discuss 

which parts are which, and what part of the life cycle of the plant 

they are produced in.

Food Journey

Materials: Paper, glue, markers, craft supplies (string, buttons, 

pipe cleaners, popsicle sticks, egg cartoons, etc.), magazines for 

cutting out pictures.

Think about what we ate for breakfast. Have each child pick one 

food. Discuss where this food came from and the steps in the 

journey. Use the craft materials to make these steps on the paper, 

connecting them all with string. For example, for a strawberry 

from California, the first step might be the strawberry in a field. A 

pick-up truck might be the next step taking the picked strawber-

ries to a packing house. From here a big transport truck, then a 

grocery store, then a family car to the last step, my home.  

Start at the place where the food is grown, and add a picture for 

every stop the food makes before it gets to your home. Which 

trip do you think brings you the freshest food? Uses the smallest 

amount of fuel for the trip? Helps a family business? Hold up a 

food item and brainstorm the steps it took to get from its growing 

place to here. Talk about why a pineapple only grows in a place 

like Hawaii? Why not here? Get the children to incorporate into 

the supply web picture where it comes from on the globe.

Example story to use:

Polly ‘pineapple’ describing her long journey getting from her 

warm sunny home in the cozy dirt in (Hawaii, Brazil, Puerto Rico, 

Malaysia). Describe the whole process: “I was growing on a nice 

day

FOUR
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low plant with long spiky gray-green leaves. Then just when I 

was getting nice and juicy and heavy, someone came along and 

cut my stem and threw me to someone else in a truck! I was too 

surprised to do anything! Then the guy in the truck put me into a 

box with my stem pointing up. I saw my friend too, but she went 

into another truck. Someone put some kind of liquid on my stem 

and trimmed some other bits off it. Then I got moved into a truck. I 

couldn’t see much after that, but I was moving a lot, and went up 

high, it felt like, in something that made a big roaring noise. Then I 

felt myself bumping around again, rolling along for awhile until my 

box was moved again into a cool place. Eventually, my box got 

picked up again, rolled in another roaring loud kind of thing, and 

then bumped on the ground. When someone opened my box, I 

was so glad! They put me on a kind of table. All sorts of strange-

looking people came and looked and me and touched me.”

An optional resource is “Hungry Planet: What the World Eats” by 

Peter Menzel and Faith D’Aluisio.  (Vancouver Public Library has 

four copies, and Vancouver Island Regional Library two copies for 

loan).  This book has photos of the family meals from all around 

the world. The contrasts are quite telling.  

Food Cycle

Materials: Six types of food or objects symbolizing food, eight 

buckets, (numbered one with food at the front of each line, one 

empty at the end of each line) eight wooden spoons.

This is a game about the food cycle. Lots of our food starts from 

a seed planted in the soil. It is looked after and grows up to 

produce roots, leaves or fruits which we can eat and which keep 

us healthy.  Whatever we do not eat is leftover, and some of that 

goes into the compost (we hope!). It breaks down (remember 

those decomposers?) and eventually turns into dirt, which then 

starts the cycle of growing all over again. This game is going to 

be like the food cycle. The players will be the food cycle, and the 

food will go through each team till it finishes the cycle.

Divide into four teams. Have each team stand in a line, then 

spread apart two steps. The first two people in the team will start 

with a spoon each. The person at the front of the line must take 

an object out of their bucket with a spoon, (no hands!) and pass 

it on the spoon to the next person’s spoon. The first person then 

quickly passes their spoon to the third person. When the second 

person has the food on their spoon, they will pass it on to the third 

person’s spoon and quickly pass their spoon to the fourth person. 

When the food reaches the end of the line, the last person puts 

the food in the empty bucket, and brings the spoon up to the front 

person. Start again with the next food object. When your team 

finishes, sit down! When the whistle is blown, the cycle will start.  

 

Yarn Web

Materials: Ball of yarn, scenario.

The object of this game is to illustrate how connected our world 

is, and how our actions can impact one another. Have children 

stand in a circle. Hold on to the free end of the yarn ball. Tell a 

story about something in nature that follows a sequence (charac-

ters can include inanimate and animate objects, enough to have 

one for each child). As a story “character” is introduced, ask for 

a volunteer to be this character. Pass the ball of yarn to this child. 

They will hold it until a new character is introduced, then they will 

keep hold of the yarn but roll out more so the ball can be passed 

on to the next character. After the web has been created, some-

thing will happen to one of the characters. This child will sit down, 

giving their part of the string a gentle tug. Each child who feels 

their string get pulled will then sit down.  This has a ripple effect 

until all the children are sitting down.   

Salmon as story example: 

Tell the story of salmon spawning, going to the sea, getting fished 

by big fishing trollers, families eating these fish at dinner together 

(characters could include the river, the trees and banks surround-

ing it, the big ocean they go into, the fishermen). When finished, 

get a character to sit down by introducing something new, for 

example pollution in the ocean will make the ocean character sit 

down, or a landslide from poor logging practices will block the 

river and make the river character sit down.  

Habitat Chain Tag

Materials: Coloured pieces of paper for food/ water/ shelter 

cards, coloured armbands.

Talk about what you need to make a habitat and about decon-

structors such as English ivy, scotch broom, lamium, Himalayan 

blackberries, purple loosestrife (all these are alien invasive 

species - they have come from other parts of the world and they 

take over and virtually crowd out any of our native plants which 

should grow in these areas).  Brown-headed cowbirds take over 

songbirds’ habitat by laying their own egg in the songbirds’ nests, 

American bullfrog outcompetes native species for food, and also 

eats most native species of frogs and any other creatures. Decon-

struction is also caused by people such as digging or clearing for 

developments, chemicals introduced into habitats.

One person is designated as the creature (‘it’) and others are 

designated by arm band colours as food, water or shelter. ‘It’ 

must catch all its habitat needs and link arms in a chain (the lead-

er tells ‘it’ how many of each, depending on how long the leader 

wants rounds to last). The de-constructor tries to tag someone in 

chain, but can only hop. If the de-constructor tags someone, they 

leave the chain. The tag session ends when a complete habitat 

chain is formed.

International Community Involvement

The Sunday school may want to raise money to sponsor their 

own tree plantation or goat from an organization such as A Rocha 

Climate Stewards, Mennonite Central Committee, or World Vision. 

This is an opportunity to involve the rest of the church community 

or present what the Sunday school has been learning about. 
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DAY 5

Theme
We are eagerly anticipating the fulfillment of God’s saving work 

when Jesus Christ comes again and makes every relationship 

right with Him. In the meantime, we live in hope and join Him in 

His work.

Truths for Discussion
Romans 8:21 says, “For the creation was subjected to frustration, 

not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, 

in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from the bondage 

to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of 

God.”

  

Because God will redeem His creation, Christians have hope in 

everything we do to be good stewards of creation. It is important 

for us to realize that this is God’s work. We are joining Him, but 

we should not be relying on our own efforts. Psalm 127:1 says, 

“Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labour in vain. 

Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand 

guard in vain.”

Waiting in hope can be exemplified in perhaps the preparations 

for a child’s birthday. The gift has been bought by the parents, 

the money has been paid. The birthday child may have some 

hints about it, or even know what the gift is, but they will not see 

it until it is opened at the party. In the meantime, they can help 

their parents get ready for that moment by cleaning up messy 

toys, feeding the pets, preparing the snacks, putting up decora-

tions. While all these things are good and help get ready for the 

big moment, they are still waiting for something more. They are 

waiting for something even better. And they are waiting with hope 

because they know it is coming for sure! 

Similarly, we can join in God’s work as we wait for Jesus to come 

by joining in restoration activities. Discuss with children what 

things they can do. For example, recycling, composting, tree 

planting.

Included in the resources below is a sample follow up letter for 

sending home with children to encourage families to continue 

exploring and caring for creation. 

Activities
Today’s activities introduce not just caring for creation, but ac-

tively participating in restoring it! 

Nature Journals

Have a quiet time outside each day for the children to make their 

own nature observations.  Each child should be spread out so 

that they are not distracted by their neighbours but so the leader 

can still see them.

Restoring Our Neighbourhood: Garbage Removal

Materials: Plastic gloves, tongs, garbage bags (recycled shop-

ping bags).

Have the children serve and restore the church grounds or 

nearby street by picking up litter. As they’re doing this, discuss 

the importance of small actions or the consequences of litter. For 

example, the plastic rings from pop cans can get stuck around 

the necks of birds. Check out CBC’s Battle of the Bag documen-

tary and resources for more info on plastic bags: http://www.cbc.

ca/doczone/battleofthebag/. 

Restoring Our Neighbourhood: Native Plants

Materials: Shovel, native plants OR gloves and clippers.

Native plants help restore the natural habitat, allowing more 

creatures, such as bird, to live in a neighbourhood.  For a less 

expensive alternative, check out invasive plant removal at a local 

park to help the native plants grow better. Some examples of 

groups regularly removing invasive species are the Ivy Pullers 

in Stanley Park, or the Holly Haulers in Pacific Spirit Park. Con-

sider volunteering with the children to remove invasive species 

from one section of trail (with permission from park officials). Ask 

them to provide photos or samples of the invasive species to be 

removed. It can become like a great game of treasure hunt, and 

seeing how big a pile can be made. It also exposes the children 

to some plant identification.

Restoring Our Neighbourhood: Making a Bird Box or Feeder 

Materials: Kit for bird box, or supplies for making bird feeders: 

one apple per child, several soup spoons, large mixing spoons, 

large bowl, bird seed, rehydrated dried fruit (raisins, currants, 

cranberries), sunflower seeds, lard, corer or knives, half sheets of 

scrap paper, pencil for recording child’s name.

This activity is to make the city a more favourable place for birds. 

Bird box kits can be purchased (see list of stores below). While a 

variety of simple bird feeders can be made. One example is pine 

cones covered with peanut butter and rolled in bird seed. 

Another example is apples cored and filled with a combination 

of lard, rehydrated fruit and bird seed (use a big bowl and spoon 

and get children to help mix; have the apples cored beforehand). 

Talk about the best place to put them, and whether these would 

be safe places for birds to come and eat. Are there cats? People? 

Bigger birds? Dogs? Hint: Make sure they are hung well away 

from tree trunks and walls or non-native squirrels may take over 

and scare the birds away. Dental floss is a great alternative for 

hanging because it is relatively strong and too thin for squirrels to 

climb.

Paper Making

Materials: Scrap paper, plant or vegetable scraps, cornstarch, 

wooden frames with nylon screen, water, bowl, blender, large 

plastic basin, sponge, two clean dish towels, iron, ice cream 

bucket with water for clean-up, rag.

Activity: Tear the paper into little pieces, and soak in a bowl of 

hot water for 30 minutes.

Place a handful of wet scraps into a blender that is half-full of 

warm water. Blend at medium speed until the paper forms a 

mush. Collect and add some plant or vegetable scraps or add a 

few drops of non-toxic fabric dye for colour if desired, and blend 

again.

day

FIVE
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Pour the pulp into a large plastic basin, half full of warm water. 

Add a small amount of cornstarch to help hold the pulp together 

when on the screen.

Place the screen in the basin and move back and forth to collect 

the pulp. Once you have an even layer, lift it out and allow the 

water to drain. Note the thickness of the pulp is directly related to 

the thickness of the resulting paper. After the water has drained, 

carefully lay the mould upside down on a flat dish towel or absor-

bent cloth. Use a sponge to absorb the excess water through the 

screen. Gently remove the screen so just the paper is lying on 

the cloth. Put another dish towel over the paper and carefully iron 

at medium dry heat. When the towel feels dry, loosen the sides, 

remove the top cloth and carefully peel off your paper.

Paper making uses something old to make something new. This 

can be used as an analogy to teach that God will make a new 

earth that will be beautiful and redeemed, but it will still be recog-

nizable like the old. 

World Relay Game

Materials: World puzzles (construction paper, glue, world map, 

ecosystem pictures), ice cream buckets. 

Find pictures of different ecosystems around the world from 

magazines such as National Geographic, Owl, Chickadee. Glue 

onto construction paper. On the other side of the construction 

paper glue a world map. Do this four times, and cut these four 

sheets into puzzle pieces. Place one set in each of four buck-

ets. Divide children into four teams and have them run to their 

bucket to pick out a piece at a time.  The goal is to be the first to 

construct their world. Discuss afterwards the ecosystems on the 

back of the world, where they are found, and what they might be 

important for.  

Option: Link this game with the Ecological Footprint. Prepare 

slips of paper with examples of behaviour on them. They read 

one at a time. If the action described on the card is positive for 

the environment, they will be directed to run and get a piece of 

the world puzzle. If the action described is negative, they will 

have to take a piece of their world puzzle back. The goal of the 

relay is still to complete their world as quickly as possible. 

Day 5 Resources

Check out A Rocha United Kingdom’s website for some more 

waste and recycling games and activities for primary students: 

http://www.arocha.org/gb-en/whatwedo/national/resources/pri-

mary.html 

A follow-through letter for parents:

Dear Parents,

Thank you for sending your child to participate in this week’s Day 

Camp! We have learned wonderful truths about the hope we have 

in God and his plan for all of creation.  

We explored what we can do at church, and came up with some 

ideas, including our favourites: <<INCLUDE YOUR EXAMPLES 

HERE>>.

We encourage you to speak with your children about the things 

you can do as a family to join in God’s work of caring for crea-

tion. A helpful resource for this is A Rocha UK website: http://

ew.ecocongregation.org/resources/module10 

Sincerely, The Day Camp Team

RECOMMENDED SONGS

Kids Songs

“Who’s the King of the Jungle”

“Before the Beginning”

“I’ve got roots growing down to the water”

“My God is so big”

“He’s got the whole world”

“All God’s critters got a place in the choir”

“Come rushing wind”

“If I were a butterfly”

Contemporary Praise Songs and Hymns

“You are Lord of Creation”

“Fairest Lord Jesus”

“All creatures of our God and King”

“We’re Going to See the King”
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RESOURCES

Websites

Earthday Network

Under “Resources” find an interactive, kid-friendly Eco-footprint 

calculator as well as Environmental Fact Sheets: http://ww2.earth-

day.net/lessonplans  

City Farmer, Vancouver

For resources on composting http://www.cityfarmer.org/  or Com-

post Hotline at 604-736-2250 or composthotline@telus.net

A Rocha United Kingdom

Activities and games for primary students in waste and recycling, 

nocturnal animals, life cycles, etc.: http://www.arocha.org/gb-en/

whatwedo/national/resources/primary.html 

Eco-congregation project: many creative ideas for personal and 

communal sustainable living: http://ew.ecocongregation.org/ 

Hinterland’s Who’s Who

Focused on Canadian wildlife, this site includes resources for 

educates, many “things to do” activities, as well as great fact 

sheets about and videos of many birds and animals: http://www.

hww.ca/index_e.asp 

Dunbar Heights Baptist Church

“The Shout of a Supernova” sermon on Psalm 19:1-6 by Pas-

tor Barton Priebe, preached at Dunbar Heights Baptist Church, 

July 26th, 2009 available in PDF or MP3 at http://www.dhbc.

ca/sermons/?sermon_id=62 .  Key points: God reveals himself 

visually, audibly, continually, abundantly, and universally through 

creation.  

Stores in Vancouver Area

Native plants and some bird box kits are available at the River 

Tree Store at A Rocha 

19353 16th Avenue

Surrey BC 

Phone 1-604-542-9022

E-mail: canada@arocha.org

Bird box kits are available at the Wild Birds Unlimited

 Broadway

 Vancouver, BC

 Phone 1-604-736-2676

 Or Surrey, King George Blvd.

 

Vancouver Field Trip Ideas

• UBC Farm
• Camosun bog for bird watching
• Pacific Spirit Park
• City Farmer - Worm Bin Workshop

• Community garden visit (various locations) 
• Vancouver Aquarium
• A Rocha Canada (in South Surrey)
• Metro Vancouver Park events (check schedule at http://www.

metrovancouver.org/region/calendar or bookable programs at 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/region/publicprograms)

• Beaches at Jericho or Spanish Banks
• Ducks at Jericho pond
 

A BRIEF THEOLOGY OF CREATION CARE
Prepared by Rick Faw of A Rocha

SIX MAIN PRINCIPLES

1. God loves all of creation

A description of God’s actions and craftsmanship

 i. PS 104:1-6

God’s evaluation of ‘the work of his hands’

 i. GEN 1:31; PS 24:1

God’s admiration for his creation

 i. JOB 38:4-13; MATT 6:26-29

“The world...is a whole barrelful of the apples of his eye, ...” 

from The Third Peacock, by Robert Farrar Capon

2. Creation reveals God

A multi-voiced choir

 i. ROM 1:20

 ii. PS 96:11-13

 iii. PS 19:1-4

“The heavens declare the glory of God”

3. People are an inseparable part of creation

The blessing of creatureliness

 i. GEN 2:7; ECC 3:18-21

- We share ‘creatureliness’ with everything that exists

- we are embedded in, bound up with, the many cycles of the 

biosphere (air, water, organic matter, etc.)

- This is NOT a necessary evil to be tolerated, but a glorious part of 

who we are that should be celebrated

- Christ, in both his transfigured and resurrected states, had a body

- we too, will have bodies. (see I Cor 15:40-44, Rom 8:23)

4. People have a special role within and unique 

responsibilities for creation

The stewardship mandate that goes along with our prominent position

 i. GEN 1:26-28

 ii. PS 8:3-8

 - we are meant to rule over creation, to practice dominion

 iii. GEN 2:15, 19-20A

 - But what is the nature of this rule? 3 clues:
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1) imago dei: as His image bearers we represent God on earth and 

so our rule should be modelled on his rule

2) Pentateuchal laws: articulate a husbanding of creation that does 

not compromise its abundant fruitfulness

3) our first task is ‘to work and keep’

(abad) work, serve; translated as ... to work, to do work in it, to till, 

to cultivate, to dress, to tend, to serve

CP JOS 24:15 

“But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD”

(shamar) keep, guard; translated as ... to keep it, to care for it, to 

take care of it, to guard it

CP NUM 6:24-26 

“The LORD bless you, and keep you; The LORD make his face 

to shine on you, And be gracious to you; The LORD lift up his 

countenance on you, And give you peace.”

5. In our fallen condition, we are alientated from 

creation

Our rebellion is the root of all forms of alienation

i. GEN 3:17-19

ii. HOS 4:1-3

- Our rejection of God compromises the proper relationships we 

were meant to enjoy with God, each other, and creation so that we 

no longer live up to our high calling as God’s stewards

6. God’s plan of salvation includes the restoration and 

redemption of creation

Christ’s redeeming work is all-inclusive

i. COL 1:15-20 (also JOHN 1:1-14, ACTS 17:24-28, HEBREWS 1:1-3, 

ROM 8:19-23) 

ii. JOHN 3:16

note: the word ‘world’ in greek is kosmos (can mean universe, 

created order)

The scope of God’s redemption story included the redemption, 

restoration and transpormation of the entire kosmos
see also REV 11:18, 21:1-3

Conclusion

“In a nutshell, the Bible has this to say about creation: God loves it and 

uses it to point to himself. He made us an inseparable part of creation: 

but gave us a special role within it. We have abused our rule, and 

damaged God’s creation. But in his plan of salvation, he will redeem 

creation along with us, and restore us to our proper place within it.”

BOOKS AND THEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
FOR TEACHERS: FURTHER STUDY IN THE 
CARE OF CREATION
Compiled by Rick Faw of A Rocha, Canada

RECOMMENDED BOOKS

Voicing Creation’s Praise: Towards a Theology of the Arts

Begbie, Jeremy. Edinburgh, Scotland: T&T Clark. 1991.

The Care of Creation: Focusing Concern and Action 

Berry, R. J. ed. Downers Grove, IL: Inter-varsity Press. 2000.

Home Economics: Fourteen Essays

Berry, Wendell. San Francisco: North Point Press. 1987.

The Unsettling of America: Culture & Agriculture

Berry, Wendell. New York: Avon. 1977.

Planetwise: Dare To Care For God’s World 

Bookless, Dave. Nottingham, England: Inter-Varsity Press. 2008.

For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision of Creation 
Care

Bouma-Prediger, Steven. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker. 2001.

Beyond Homelessness: Christian Faith in a Culture of 
Displacement

Bouma-Prediger, Steven and Brian J. Walsh. Grand Rapids. MI: 

Eerdmans. 2008.

The Consumer’s Guide to Effective Environmental Choices: 
Practical Advice from the Union of Concerned Scientists

Brower, Michael, & Warren Leon. New York. Three Rivers Press. 

1999.

Our Father’s World: Mobilizing the Church to Care for Creation

Brown, Ed. CITY/PUB? 2006.

Plan 3.0: Mobilizing to Save Civilization

Brown, Lester R. New York: Norton. 2008.

Modifying Creation? GM Crops and Foods: A Christian 
Perspective

Bruce, Donald and Don Horrocks eds. London: Paternoster Press. 

2001.

The Third Peacock: The Problem of God and Evil

Capon, Robert Farrar. This volume can be found as one part of a 

collection titled The Romance of the Word: One Man’s Love Affair with 

Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 1995.

Caring for Creation: Responsible Stewardship of God’s 
Handiwork

DeWitt, Calvin. CITY/PUB? 1998.
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The Environment and the Christian: What Can We Learn from 
the New Testament?

DeWitt, Calvin. ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. 1991.

This Place on Earth: Home and the Practice of Permanence

Durning, Allan T. Seattle: Sasquatch. 1999.

The Weather Makers: How We are Changing the Climate and 
What it Means for Life on Earth

Flannery, Tim. Toronto: HarperCollins. 2005.

Beyond Poverty and Affluence: Toward an Economy of Care

Goudzwaard, Bob & Harry de Lange. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 

1995.

The One, The Three and The Many: God, Creation, and the 
Culture of Modernity 

Gunton, Colin. Cambridge: Cambridge University. 1993.

The Triune Creator

Gunton, Colin. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 1998.

Kingfisher’s Fire: A Story of Hope for God’s Earth

Harris, Peter. Grand Rapids, MI: Monarch. 2008.

Under the Bright Wings

Harris, Peter. Vancouver, BC: Regent College. 1993.

The Ecology of Commerce: A Declaration of Sustainability

Hawken, Paul. New York: Harper Business. 1994.

Natural Capitalism

Hawken, Paul and Amory and L. Hunter Lovins. Back Bay, MA. 

2000.

Proclaim the Wonder: Engaging Science on Sunday

Hoezee, Scott E. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker. 2003.

Remember Creation: God’s World of Wonder and Delight 

Hoezee, Scott E. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 1998.

I Believe in the Creator

Houston, James. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 1980.

Living the Good Life on God’s Good Earth

Koetje, David S. ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Faith Alive Christian 

Resources. 2006.

The Best Preaching on Earth: Sermons on Caring for Creation

LeQuire, Stan L. ed. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press. 1996.

Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-
Deficit Disorder

Louv, Richard. Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin Books. 2008.

Green Revolution: Coming Together to Care for Creation

Lowe, Ben. CITY/PUB? 2009.

Radical Simplicity: small footprints on a finite earth

Merkel, Jim. Gabriola Island, BC: New Society. 2003.

Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things

McDonough, William and Michael Braungart. New York: North 

Point Press. 2002.

Hope, Human and Wild

McKibben, Bill. Saint Paul, MN: Ruminator Books. 1995.

The End of Nature

McKibben, Bill. Toronto: Anchor Books. 1989.

Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and the Durable 
Future

McKibben, Bill. New York: Times Books. 2007.

God in Creation: A New Theology of Creation and the Spirit of 
God

Moltmann, Jurgen. San Francisco: Harper & Row. 1985.

Earth Trek

Moyer, Joanne. Waterloo, ON: Herald Press. 2004.

A Moral Climate: The Ethics of Global Warming

Northcutt, Michael. London: Darton, Longman & Todd. 2007.

Ecological Literacy: Education and the Transition to a 
Postmodern World

Orr, David. Albany, NY: SUNY, 1992.

In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto.

Pollan, Michael. New York: Penguin. 2008.

The Earth Under Threat: A Christian Perspective

Prance, Ghillean. Glasgow: Wild Goose. 1996.

Down-to-Earth Christianity

Roberts, W. Dayton, & Paul E. Pretiz eds. San Jose, Costa Rica: 

AERDO, 2000.

Pollution and the Death of Man: The Christian View of Ecology

Schaeffer, Francis A. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale. 1970.

Serve God, Save the Planet

Sleeth, J. Matthew. CITY? Chelsea Green, 2006.

Christianity, Climate Change and Sustainable Living

Spencer, Nick and Robert White. London: SPCK. 2007.

State of the World 200?

Starke, Linda, ed.  (an annual publication from the Worldwatch 

Institute) CITY/YEAR?

The Sacred Balance: Rediscovering our Place in Nature

Suzuki, David & Amanda McConnell. Vancouver, BC: Greystone. 

2002.
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Caring for Creation. Oxford: Bible Reading Fellowship 

Tillet, Sarah, ed. 2005.

Redeeming Creation: The Biblical Basis for Environmental 
Stewardship

Van Dyke, Fred. et al. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity, 1996.

Ecoholic: Your Guide to the Most Environmentally Friendly 
Information, Products and Services in Canada

Vasil, Adria. CITY? Vintage Canada. 2007.

Our Ecological Footprint: Reducing Human Impact on the 
Earth

Wackernagel, Mathias and William Rees. Gabriola Island, BC: New 

Society. 1996.

The Transforming Vision

Walsh, Brian and Richard Middleton. YEAR/DATE/PUB?

Caring for Creation in Your Own Backyard

Wilkinson, Loren and Mary Ruth Wilkinson. Vancouver, BC: 

Regent College. 1992.

Earthkeeping in the 90’s: Stewardship of Creation

Wilkinson, Loren, ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 1991.

The Paradise of God: Renewing Religion in an Ecological Age

Wirzba, Norman. New York: Oxford University Press. 2003.

New Heavens, New Earth: The Biblical Picture of the Christian 
Hope

Wright, N. T. YEAR/DATE/PUB?

Surprised by Hope

Wright, N. T. YEAR/DATE/PUB?

RECOMMENDED FILMS

Affluenza

An Inconvenient Truth

End of Suburbia

Escape from Suburbia

The Future of Food

The Great Warming

Manufactured Landscapes

Planet Earth (series)

The Story of Stuff

CARING FOR CREATION RESOURCES 

Compiled by Cindy Verbeek; Updated September 2007

Canadian Faith Based Conservation Organizations:

A Rocha Canada 

“Inspiring Change. Caring for Creation.”

19353 16th Avenue

Surrey, BC V3S 9V2

Phone: (604) 542-9022

Email: canada@arocha.ca

Website: www.arocha.ca

Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario

7660 Mill Rd., RR 4

Guelph, ON N1H 6J1

Phone: (519) 837-1620

Email: cffomail@christianfarmers.org

Website: www.christianfarmers.org

KAIROS

129 St. Clair Ave. West

Toronto, ON M4V 1N5

Toll Free: (877) 403-8933

Email: info@kairoscanada.org 

Website: www.kairoscanada.org

The Canadian Scientific & Christian Affiliation

Box 40086, 75 King Street S.

Waterloo, ON N2J 4V1

Phone: (905) 541-2086

Email: info@csca.ca

Website: www.csca.ca

Faith and the Common Good

An interfaith group working for ecological justice.

47 Queen’s Park Cres. E.

Toronto, ON M5S 2C3

Phone: (416) 978-5306

Email: info@faith-commongood.net

Website: www.faith-commongood.net

DENOMINATIONAL RESOURCES 

(Canadian unless otherwise noted)

United

The United Church has been involved with ecological justice 

since the 1970’s. They have resources based around climate 

change, water and more.

Contact: Joy Kennedy

Program Coordinator, Ecological Justice

(416) 231-7680 ext 4069

Email: jkennedy@united-church.ca

Website: www.united-church.ca/ecology
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Anglican

There is an active environmental program in the Anglican Church 

with lots of great resources and programs to get involved in. 

Check your Diocese to find out who the environment officer is. 

#580 – 401 West Georgia Street

Vancouver, B.C. V6B 5A1

Phone: (604) 684-6306 ext 227

Email: contact@greeningspirit.ca

Website: www.greeningspirit.ca

Catholic

Catholic Conservation Center (Based in US).

http://conservation.catholic.org/catholic_conservation_center.htm

Mennonite 

MCC Canada has many Bible studies, resources and 

programmes that can help you care for creation. Contact www.

mcc.org/careforcreation

Mennonite Creation Care Network (Based in US)

Box 263

Wolf Lake, IN 46796

Phone: (260) 799-5869

Email: Luke Gascho at lukeag@goshen.edu

Website: www.mennocreationcare.org

Christian Reformed Church of America

Creation Stewardship Toolkit: CRWRC’s Environmental 

Assessment Toolkit available from:

3475 Mainway

Box 5070 Stn LCD 1

Burlington, ON L7R 3Y8

Phone: (905) 336-2920

Lutheran

Energy Conservation in LCC Churches

www.luthernchurch.ca/resources/energyconservation.pdg

WORSHIP AND CHURCH EDUCATION:

Environment Sunday Resource Package

A fantastic DVD/CD resource package filled with sermons, 

worship resources, power-points, Bible studies and more to help 

you celebrate Environment Sunday.

To order go to: www.arocha.org/ukconsunday/index2.html

2007 The Heat is On – Climate Change

2006 Hope for the Planet

2005 Noah’s Ark, A Tale for our Times

2004 Jesus and the Earth

2003 The Bible, Creation & Celtic Christians

2002 Healing the Land

Footprint Files

Ideas to help congregations care for creation and reduce their 

footprint developed by the Diocesan Environmental Commission 

(DEC) of the Anglican Diocese of British Columbia, with 

contributions from Susan Gage, Briony Penn, Cory Waters and 

Peggy Wilmot. Beautifully illustrated in binder format by Donald 

Gunn & Briony Penn of Penn and Gunn Associates. Copyright 

200., ?? what year? Order from: 900 Vancouver St., Victoria, BC 

V8V 3V7. Tel: (250) 386-7781. E-mail: synod@bc.anglican.ca

The Great Warming Video

www.thegreatwarming.com

Eco-congregation programme

A checklist for doing a creation care audit at your church as well 

as suggestions and resources for how to go further. Modules 

available on 11 different areas of creation care.

Download from: www.ecocongregation.org

Why Should Christians Care For Creation? – DVD

15-minute presentation by A Rocha addressing many of the 

questions often asked about why Christians should care for 

creation. Order from the A Rocha Canada head office in Surrey, 

B.C.

Please note that there are many resources available. This is meant 

to give you a place to start. 

BOOKS

Caring for Creation

Edited by Sarah Tillett, Bible Reading Fellowship, 2005. 

A series of essays on various theological topics with companion 

chapters from the experience of A Rocha projects around the 

world in putting belief into action.

Caring for Creation in Your Own Backyard

L. & M. R. Wilkinson, Regent Vancouver, 1992 

Out of print, but dynamite if you can get it from Amazon!

Earthtrek: celebrating and sustaining God’s creation Joanne 

Moyer 2004, Herald Press, Waterloo, Ont. 

Originally produced as an online study and devotion series and 

titled “7-Days - It is still good.”

Earthwise

Calvin De Witt, CRC Publications, 1994

Excellent bible study.

For the Beauty of the Earth

Steven Bouma-Prediger, Baker Academic, 2002

Simply the best student textbook on the subject. Passionate, 

accurate and inspiring.



Inspiring Change. Caring for Creation.

www.goodseedsunday.com

www.arocha.ca

KIDS IN CREATION
Curriculum

Jesus and the Earth

Bishop James Jones, SPCK, 2003

The Bishop’s eco-conversion as he re-reads the Gospels to see 

what Jesus said.

Living the Good Life on God’s Good Earth

Faith Alive Books, 2006

Excellent Bible study series on caring for creation.

Redeeming Creation: The Biblical Basis for Environmental 
Stewardship

Fred Vandyke et. al. Intervarsity Press, 1996.

Written by four Christian biologists who bring scripture in to 

dialogue with current scientific findings and commitments.

Serve God, Save the Planet: A Christian Call to Action

J. Matthew Sleeth, Zondervan, 2007 

A must read for all who care about the planet, this unique book 

tells the story of Matthew Sleeth’s journey to a heightened 

awareness of ecological issues through his work as an ER doctor 

and what he and his family did to reduce their impact.

The Best Preaching on Earth: Sermons on Caring for Creation

Stan L. LeQuire, ed. Jusdson Press, 1996 

Great sermons to encourage pastors to preach creation care.

Under the Bright Wings

Peter Harris pub/date?

Inspiring story of God’s call and a human response that led to A 

Rocha’s work.


