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COMMUNITY ACTION SUGGESTIONS

The examples below are suggestions for ways church communities can 

take action to care for creation as a group. Every community will have 

a different approach and emphasis depending on geography, neigh-

bourhood, resources, and the make-up of people in the congregation. 

Depending on the community, you could start with just a few concerned 

members, or start big right from the start. These ideas may inspire other 

new ideas, or build on current practices. Be prayerful. Be empowered. 

And be creative!

1. Plant a Community Garden

A great way to involve a wide variety of people in the community, from 

young kids to seniors, is planting a garden together. Community gar-

dens are now sprouting up all across urban Canada. They not only bring 

together the church community, they also draw in the wider community, 

teach valuable lessons in food and the earth, practically care for creation, 

and a portion of the produce can be given to serve marginalized and 

needy people. The A Rocha Community Garden Website is a great place 

to start researching what it will require, including a guide to help set up 

a garden in your area, the garden network with updates and practical 

advice, an online forum, and profiles of gardens. A Rocha staff are also 

available for consultation and practical advice.

2. Organize a Community Clean-Up Event

Cleaning up garbage and beautifying the surrounding land, especially 

well-used areas, is a great way to bring people together in a short and 

impactful activity together. It not only improves the aesthetic and removes 

unwanted refuse, it is a great conversation starter and reminder of the 

importance of caring for our local area in a tangible way. For example, a 

local church in Richmond, BC organized a shoreline clean-up with WWF, 

and even though there was a downpour of rain, they removed garbage 

from a 2.5km distance, and had a great event. As one of the organizers 

said, “We all enjoyed the meaningful day while helping to protect our 

earth.” 

3. Habitat Restoration Project

Adopt and help restore a natural waterway or habitat within your neigh-

bourhood. The Green Awakening Report 2010 by Renewal Ministries 

recounts how four churches in Grand Rapids, Michigan worked together 

to mobilize their congregations and the residents in their neighbourhoods 

to protect the local river watershed for 18 months. They did this through 

using rain barrels in key locations, gardens, educating on fertilizers, and 

holding a festival.

Some local municipal governments have particular programs encourag-

ing community groups and organizations like churches to adopt a forest, 

a portion of local river valley, or an environmentally sensitive area. Check 

with your local government for more details (e.g. City of Richmond, Part-

ners for Beautification.) 
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4. Program(s) for Sustainable Living

Think of ways to encourage one another in the effort to live sustainably. 

This could mean carpooling, committing to certain lifestyle changes 

(see the Living Lighter Tips for ideas), or collaborating on a project. For 

example, when a small men’s group from a church in Vancouver, BC were 

going to spend an evening together, one of the activities they decided to 

do was make bio-degradable all-natural laundry detergent for their wives 

as gifts for the upcoming Valentine’s Day. From Full Cycle’s Clean House 

Green House; see also this laundry detergent recipe. 

5. Out-trips/Camping with a Focus on Learning

Spending time in creation together is a marvellous way to appreciate 

creation and worship the Creator together. Set aside time to discuss and/

or worship in this environment with an emphasis on the Creator and our 

role within creation. These could be short, simple day trips and hikes or 

involve camping and multi-day excursions on the water, hiking or horse-

back, depending on the local geography.

6. Monitor Wildlife in a Local Park

For those in the community who enjoy quiet observation, bird-watching 

and monitoring other types of creatures can be highly rewarding as well 

as helpful to track which types of local wildlife live in the land. A program 

that monitors any changes over time, whether good or bad, provides 

tangible facts that could help with any ecological action in the future to 

care for the land.

7. Field Trips to Important Ecological Areas

Field trips are learning opportunities, especially if guided by a knowledge-

able person, to learn about the local land and what areas are important 

ecologically. Learning firsthand about the local ecology is usually far more 

impactful than learning in a classroom or online. Special trips to local ar-

eas where the ecology is broken or devastated can be powerful and help 

initiate change, especially if local people who have been impacted are 

interviewed as part of the trip. E.g. meet with families who live near power 

plants, and find out what it has done to their quality of life. Field trips can 

oftentimes be springboards and inspiration for other important activities 

communities can join in together.

8. Developing Land Sustainably

Whether your community already owns land or would consider buying 

land together, sustainable development projects have innumerable ben-

efits. Not only does the development have value in and of itself – through 

providing a service or homes –, it provides a model for others to see how 

development can be healthy and improve quality of life. These types of 

projects are large undertakings that usually take many years to fully real-

ize, but the benefits are tremendous. Simply bringing the people together 

to brainstorm what it means to be sustainable today, and how to imple-

ment it, is already significant. The benefit it will give the local community 

is priceless.

9. Organizing Group Support of Organic Farmers

Community gardens are not the only way to be a part of healthy, sus-

tainable farming. Increasingly, small organic farmers are struggling for 

survival and looking for channels to sell their products in a reliable way. 

Co-ops, whether formal or informal, are good ways to receive the best 
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quality without going through the normal market channels. For example, 

if many families go in on it together, buying an entire cow becomes quite 

affordable and provides top quality organic meat for many months.

Another consideration is to be pro-active about supporting local-based 

markets rather than larger supermarket chains. If your entire community 

gets behind buying as local as possible for as much food as possible, not 

only will they be healthier, it supports the local farmers in a much bigger 

way than one person can do individually.

10. Partnering 

with Others in an 

Ecologically Chal-

lenged Area

There are many ways 

a church can partner 

with others across the 

world. Many church 

communities have a 

“sister-church” across 

the world, where they 

can visit one another for 

mutual encouragement 

and support. 

Oftentimes, choosing a church in an impoverished area is most reward-

ing because they and their land can be tremendously improved with what 

seems like a small amount of resources to us, and the Canadian church 

can grow significantly in spirit and world-view from the sister church.

Other great opportunities can be partnering with Christian missions or 

organizations like orphanages, and sending congregation members there 

regularly to help and learn from the people in those areas. For example, 

a trip to see the A Rocha Kenya movement would quickly reveal how the 

ecological needs and the tangible physical needs of the local people are 

directly intertwined.

11. Restoration Trips to Devastated Lands

Gathering together a team and enough resources to travel together to a 

place in need of help can be significant for the people and land, as well 

as the spirit of the people volunteering their time. 

These kinds of trips can seem small at first glance, but a well-organized 

effort can make a huge impact to areas that have so little. For example, 

when the Haiti earthquake occurred recently and devastated the area, 

many people suffered and continue to suffer tremendously from lack of 

water and homes, basic necessities for survival. How excellent when the 

help they receive comes from people of faith!

12. Support Creation Care Efforts and Organizations

One simple way church communities can be involved in caring for crea-

tion is to support a movement they believe in through finances, prayers, 

and being informed. There are many organizations out there, and we 

encourage you to think local. A Rocha Canada is one of the few Christian 

environmental organizations in Canada, and has members across the 

nation.

13. Educational Opportunities – Day Camps and Seminars

For children, summer day camps and Sunday school programs are a 

great way to teach about the world we live in from a theological ground-

ing. The section on Children’s Resources is full of many amazing and 

practical ideas. 

For adults, seminars and special workshops are a great way to learn 

about current issues and inspire ideas. There are many resources 

throughout Good Seed Sunday. Look at the Theology on Creation Care for 

a starting place.

14. Movie and Discussion Night

Everyone loves a good movie. Set up a movie night 

where everyone is invited to watch a movie that has 

a powerful message, then have a discussion about 

what significance it could have to the local com-

munity. For movie suggestions, look at either of the 

documents on additional resources.


