
Goodness of Creation
Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored. You are 
the Creator and Sustainer of all things. You love all you have 
made with deep tenderness and devotion. And what you 
have made is so, so good. 

You made light! Crisp, energizing, morning light and the 
glowing orangey-pink evening light. You made the cozy 
warmth of the summer sun. You made the awe-inspiring 
light that reflects off a full moon. You made the stars!

Father, you made water! This liquid essential to life, and this 
miraculous watering and filtering system of rain and snow, 
moistening the ground, filling rivers and lakes, and flowing 
to the ocean to be evaporated up and moved again as cloud 
back to water the land. How creative! How refreshing and 
delightful it is to drink, to bathe in, to swim in. Thank you.

Oh Father, you also created plants. And creatures! Father, 
your creativity was beyond imagination with the creatures. 
Plants, animals, insects, bacteria… Last year it was estimated 
there may be as many as a trillion species of life on our 
planet. And you said it was good. 

You created us, human beings, in your image and blessed us 
by giving us the responsibility to serve and lovingly care for 
all creatures (Gen 1:28 and 2:15).

You created us to stand in the middle. To be your image-
bearers:  to enact wise and loving stewardship of creation 
and to gather and relay creation’s praise back to you. This 
would nurture peace in creation, right-relationship of all of 
creation to you, for the wellbeing of us all.

Oh, Father, your creation is very good.

Suffering of Creation
Father in heaven, you gave us creativity to serve and sustain 
your creation, but we have used it in ways that are hurting 
and killing it.

We copied your light. We found ways to make light when 
your sun and moon and stars aren’t enough for us. And that 
can be good. But in the midst of that we have created light 
pollution & wasted your energy. The excess light is causing a 
lack of rest and sickness in people & animals.

Father, we’ve polluted your water with chemicals, and 
we’ve dammed rivers for energy and re-directed them 
for agriculture.  Some of which is good. But your people 
and your creatures get sick from the pollution; and people 
downstream are deprived of water.  We’ve destroyed forests, 
and the resulting desertification causes suffering for people 
& animals. We have clear-cut in the Amazon so drastically 
that weather patterns all over South America are affected 
and droughts are now rampant.

Oh, Lord… We’ve allowed corporations to “own” and 
control your seeds. We’ve allowed consumer trends to 
narrow what plants we consider food, so your plant diversity 
is shrinking. We’ve greedily stripped and developed land 
faster than your creatures can move off it, and so we’re 
destroying habitats that your animals depend on for life.

Oh, Father… we confess that hundreds of species of your 
delightful creation are going extinct … every year.

All of this affects your planet, and it affects your people who 
depend on your water and plants and creatures for life.

Healing of Creation
Oh, Father. We’re sorry. Please forgive us.

Please help us. We need to use our intelligence, creativity 
and power – our image-bearing – for good, but the Earth’s 
life systems are so complex, and our greed and uncaring are 
so strong. Please help.  

Help us reclaim our honored roles as stewards and sustainers 
of your plants and creatures, your water and energy. Help us 
return to the blessing of living fully as you created us to be.

Give us eyes to see your creation around us, and not just 
to fixate on our own daily tasks. Help us to observe and 
appreciate what you have created.

Give us ears to listen for the praise that erupts from all of 
your living things. The praise in a flower. The praise in the 
vibrant colour of new tree growth. The praise of a bird 
singing. Help us to recognize that and reflect it back to you.

Father, may your Church be inspired to advocate for those 
who are suffering because of extreme weather, acidifying 
oceans, rising sea levels, failing crops, water shortages, 
declining fisheries, or bigger wildfires. Open the eyes of 
your people to see how environmental degradation leads 
to resource-based conflict, political instability, and even 
increased human trafficking.  

Inspire us, fill us with your Breath of Life, to once 
again lovingly sustain your world with wise and gentle 
stewardship.

Creator God, we declare with joy and trust that our world 
belongs to you. May your reign, your kingship, come on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Amen.

Take some time to reflect, and to pray your own words of delight about 
God’s good creation. 

To represent your prayer, please add three strips of fabric to the Goodness 
section of the prayer art. (See instructions with basket.)

Take some time to reflect, and to pray your own words of lament about the 
impact of environmental degradation. 

To represent your prayer, please add three strips of plastic to the Suffering 
section of the prayer art. (See instructions with basket.)

Take some time to reflect, and to pray whatever is on your heart.

To represent your prayer, please add another three strips of fabric to the 
Healing section of the prayer art. (See instructions with basket.)
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The Earth is the Lord’s, 
and everything in it.

(Psalm 24:1)

Concluding Prayers
According to Luke 19, when Jesus entered Jerusalem for the 
last time, the crowd of followers began to joyfully praise 
God for all they’d seen. “Blessed is the King who comes in 
the name of the LORD. Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!”

The Pharisees rebuked Jesus and told him to silence his 
disciples, and his was response was that if his followers were 
silent, then the stones would shout out praises for them. So 
strong was the need for creation to express its praise.

Please take a stone. Keep it in your pocket. Touch it. Rub it. 
And as the Holy Spirit leads you to pray, add your praises to 
the symphony of creation’s praise.  

May you reclaim your vocation as God’s image bearer, 
enacting wise and loving stewardship of creation, relaying 
creation’s praise back to our Father, and nurturing peace in 
creation, for the well-being of our neighbours right here, 
and around the world.

Take some time to reflect, and to pray your  
own words of care for God’s world.


